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VJCC Presents Its 2023 Scholarships

2023 Miss Western LA

by Elaine Koyama

by Kazie Kame

The VJCC is proud to announce its 2023 scholarship 
recipients.  The awards were presented at the 

annual Summer Festival on Saturday, June 24. Through 
their high school years, these students distinguished 
themselves by achieving stellar academic records, 
participating in extracurricular activities, and further 
extending themselves by finding ways to be involved in 
community service both at the VJCC and the extended 
community. The awards were presented by Bob 
Onishi, VJCC President.
 The recipients, in alphabetical order, are:

Aiko Matsumura Dzikowski, 2023 Miss Western LA, was introduced as 
this year’s queen of the Venice Japanese Community Center and Venice-

West Los Angeles JACL on Saturday, June 24, during the VJCC's Summer 
Festival.
 Aiko is the daughter of Kyoko and David Dzikowski and will be 
representing Venice and WLA as our queen candidate at this year's Nisei Week 
Festival.
 A graduate in 2019 from Smith College, majoring in Anthropology and 
minoring in Neuroscience, Aiko is currently a PhD student in Anthropology at 
UCLA.

VJCC Clean-up
Sunday, August 20, 8AM

Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, September 23

VJCC Golf Tournament
Los Serranos Golf Club 
Saturday, October 14
Please check VJCC.com for the 
latest updates.

Save These Dates

Joseph Beard, a graduate of Da Vinci Science High 
School, will be attending the University of North 
Dakota.  His parents are Kim Tamura and Matt 
Beard.
Claudia Fan, a graduate of Culver City High School, 
plans to attend UC San Diego. She is the daughter of 
Yudree and Dennis Fan.
Maiya Kuida-Osumi is a graduate of Culver City High 
School and plans to attend UC San Diego. Her parents 
are Jenni Kuida and Tony Osumi.

(Continued on page 3)

From left to right:  Taizan Oku, Joseph Beard, Maiya Kuida-Osumi, Claudia Fan, Maya 
Sano, Koji Schafer, Dillon Udagawa, Aili Watanabe, and Mia Washizaki. Missing in the 
photograph are Kenna McConnachie and Victor Yamamoto.

(Continued on page 3)



Board Visions

As I thought about this month’s article, I wanted 
to reflect on all of the hard-working volunteers 
who come and help out every year at the VJCC’s 
Summer Natsu Matsuri Festival.  The VJCC’s 
festival is an event I look forward to being a part 
of every year; it takes place for just one weekend 
in June.  
 The Festival Committee kicks off the planning in January, 
collecting information from all the clubs on the various food items 
and game booths that will be set up.  Of course, we can’t forget the 
groups doing the plant sale, displays in the classrooms, the store 
and stage presentations.  We also have to reach out to the health 
inspectors and fire department to see if they have any updated 
requirements and needed permits. I can tell 
you personally that this is not as simple as it 
sounds and the committee does a great job 
in making all of the arrangements. 
 The festival booth setup has alway been 
on Father’s Day when parents from each 
club would come together to help pull all 
of the materials from the storage rooms--
known as the pit--and assemble all the food 
and game booths in the parking lot. I love 
to see so many of our community members 
coming out to do their part and pitching in where ever help is 
needed. The summer festival is the VJCC’s biggest fundraising event 
of the year so everyone knows it’s important. 
 For this year’s festival, unfortunately we still were feeling the 
impact of the pandemic.  We thus had to continue with a hybrid plan 
which meant we were having a one-day-only event yet again. Food 
trucks and pre-packaged food were sold instead of our usual food 
booths too. It wasn’t our traditional festivities but we still did our 
best to make it fun for everyone.  From the number of people who 
turned out this year and seeing so many smiling faces, I think it was 
successful. 
 I hope for next year’s summer festival, we can return to our 
traditional two-day event and bring back all of our favorite food 
booths such as the chicken teriyaki plate, the spare ribs, won 
tons, chili and rice, udon and freshly made sushi and chirashi for 
everyone to enjoy.
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Donations: June-July 2023
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following

donations of time, material, and money:
Craig Cummings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
In memory of Robert Daimonji

Daimonji Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Frank Haflich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
In memory of Yuri Hirashima

Randall & Pamela Hamashita & Barbara Ikejiri . . $100
Stanley & Lisa Yumori Oldoerp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $375
In memory of Nobuhiko “Noe” Yamabe

Gregory Ota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
VJCC Karaoke Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $360.81
Venice Shodo Kai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
In honor of Mae Kakehashi

Marie Zeuthen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Building Fund: June-July 2023
Kinecta Federal Credit Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Paula Miura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Tereza Ouchida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Scholarship Program: June-July 2023
John & Vanessa Furuta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Summer Festival: June-July 2023
Natsuko Akiyama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Michael & Phebe Arlen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Bachan’s Shave Ice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300
Steven Catsiff & Rosalind Harper . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Pamela Doman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Leota Flaten . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Darleen Fujita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Mickey & Christine Fukunaga  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Ronald Furuyama & Nancy Kawahara  . . . . . . . . $100
Georgia Gonzales . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation

(Continued on page 3)

Past set-ups

Keiichi Ono



- Donations Continued -
Terry & Deborah Hide . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Emiko Holmes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Robert & Lucy Ito . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150
Edna Kaneshiro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Tomi Kasai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Terrence & Helen Keelan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Richard & Ayako Kojima . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $160
Kazuko Kurahashi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Kathleen Martelli . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Irene Matsumura  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Victoria Morimoto . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Albert & Pauline Morita  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Otome Nagano  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
John & Judy Nawa. . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Mitsuko Nomura  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Robert & Leah Oye . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Rev. Kory Quon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation

Photographs courtesy of 
Keiichi Ono Merle & Gail Sharp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180

Robert Shiraki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Tanya Sisikin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Douglas & Isabelle Sugimoto  . . . Monetary Donation
Randall & Mari Tamura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Gordon & Joan Tani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Yoshiko Uyeno  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Venice Free Methodist Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400
Venice Shodo Kai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
VJCC Adult Japanese Language Class  . . . . . . . . . $100
Waves Hair Salon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Grace Yanai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Aileen Yumori . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation

Legacy Tree: June-July 2023
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and 

pledges towards the Legacy Tree:
Alesia Starks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250

 Her hobbies include ceramics, filmmaking, field 
hockey, running and playing both the piano and 
cello.  Aiko enjoys traveling, volunteering with 
children and animals, and spending time with 
friends and family.
 Aiko was introduced by 2022 Miss Western LA 
and Nisei Week Princess Faith Nishimura and was 
congratulated by VJCC President Bob Onishi.
 She was joined on the stage by four other Nisei 
Week queen candidates: Sara Kubo (East San 
Gabriel Valley Japanese Community Center), 
Isabella Polizzotto (Gardena Evening Optimist 
Club), Nancy Chin (Pasadena Japanese Culture 
Institute), and Kaili Inouye (San Fernando Valley 
Japanese Community Center).
 After the presentation, all the ladies participated 
in the Summer Festival's ondo.

2023 Miss Western LA  (Continued from front page)

2023 Scholarships  (Continued from front page)

Kenna McConnachie, a graduate of The L.A. Center for Enriched 
Studies, will be attending Tufts University. Her parents are Robert 
McConnachie and Judy Nishimoto.
Taizan Oku, a graduate of Culver City High School, plans to attend 
UC Davis. His parents are Toshi Oku and Cynthia Headrick.
Maya Sano is a graduate of The L.A. Center for Enriched Studies 
and plans to attend UCLA. Her parents are Miki and Yutaka Sano.
Koji Schafer is a graduate of Culver City High School and plans to 
attend UCLA.  His parents are Arleen Chikami and Ron Schafer. 
Dillon Udagawa is a graduate of Loyola High School and plans to 
attend UC Santa Cruz. His parents are Eric and Heidi Udagawa.
Mia Washizaki is a graduate of Culver City High School and plans 
to attend UC Santa Cruz. Her parents are Lisa and Jon Washizaki.
Aili Watanabe is a graduate of El Segundo High School and 
plans to attend UC Santa Barbara. She is the daughter of Robert 
Watanabe and Akiko Yamada.
Victor Yamamoto, a graduate of Culver City High School, will be 
attending UC San Diego. His parents are Gordon and Massumi 
Yamamoto. 
Congratulations to our scholars! We send them off to college with 
our best wishes as they continue to explore their futures.
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   Board Vision by Keiichi Ono - August 2023                     
 

今月の記事は VJCC の夏祭りで毎年熱心にお手伝いをしているボランティアの人たちについ

てじっくり考えたいと思いました。VJCC の夏祭りは私も毎年楽しみにしているイベントで、

6 月の週末にだけある行事です。 

 

夏祭りの計画は、1 月に委員会が始めます。全てのクラブの食べものやゲームをするブースの

情報を集めます。もちろん、鉢植えの販売や、教室の飾りつけ、お店やステージでの紹介も忘

れることはできません。最新の必須要件を満たしているか公共衛生検査官や消防署にも連絡を

取らないといけません。なかなか簡単なことではないですが、委員会の人たちが段取りよく全

ての事を準備してくださっています。 

夏祭りのブースを設営するのは、毎年父の日です。色んなクラブの保護者の方々が集まって、

駐車場に食べものやゲームのブースを組み立てます。たくさんのコミュニティーの会員の方々

が集まって、作業をされる様子を見るのが私はとても大好きです。夏祭りは、とても大切な

VJCC の最大のファンドレージングの行事です。 

今年の夏祭りも残念なことにパンデミックの影響を受けている感じがしました。ですので、今

年も 1 日だけ開催され、ハイブリッドな内容で行われました。例年夏祭りで販売されていた

ブースでの食べものの代わりに、フードトラックや、事前にパックされた食べ物が販売されま

した。それは今までの伝統的な夏祭りとは違っていましたが、皆さんが楽しく過ごせるように

最善を尽くしました。多くの皆さんが夏祭りに集まってくださり、沢山の人の楽しそうな笑顔

をみることができ、良い夏祭りが開催されたと思います。 

来年は、例年通りの 2 日間の夏祭りで、チキン照り焼きや、スペアリブや、ワンタン、チリ

ライス、うどん、すしや、チラシ寿司など皆さんの大好きな食べ物が復活することができると

いいなと願っています。 

 

オノ ケイイチ 

 

 

 

 

2023 FESTIVAL 

RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS 
 

1st PRIZE  $1,000  Alyson Yamaguchi 

 

2nd PRIZE  $500  K.  Jung 

 

3rd PRIZE   $300  Joan Ito 

 

4th PRIZE   $200  Phoebe Nishimoto Arlen 

 

5th PRIZE   $100  Mari Tamura 

 



(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) 
Get a tax deduction AND VJCCTM 
receives 50% of sales proceeds 

 
Contact Sharon at  

Treasurer@VJCC.com 

for details and additional information. 
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CLEAN-UP DAY 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20   
starting @ 8am 

 

The Community Center belongs to its   
members and organizations. 

 
Please come out to meet, and work            

together with members from other clubs     
to clean and maintain our Center. 

 
All clubs and organizations are                            

responsible for sending representatives       
to this event. 

 
There will be refreshmentsand drinks in    

appreciation for your labor. 
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☆ベニス空手クラブ☆ 
 
皆さん、お元気ですか。暑い日が続き、夏らしくなってきました。もう 8月です。 

6 月 24 日は、VJCC 恒例の夏祭りが再開されました。ハイブリッドという形でしたが、

フォトクラブの写真の展示や、鉢植えの販売や、食べ物やゲームのブースもありまし

た。空手クラブでは今年は食べもののブースはありませんでしたが、ステージでの空手

の型や組手の発表はありました。生徒も先生たちも皆、日ごろの練習の成果を精一杯披

露しました。 

空手クラブの生徒にとっては、友達や家族に自分たちが身に付けた技を披露する良い機

会であり、また、友人や家族と一緒に滅多に会えない人たちと再会する良い機会です。 

今月は、空手クラブのインストラクターの一人、鈴木徹さんが、空手での体の曲げ伸ば

しについての想いを共有してくださいました。                 ストレッチ           鈴木徹 

ストレッチについて考えるとき、運動選手や、体操選手や、激しい競技やスポーツに関

係があると思われがちです。空手や武術になじみがなければ、ストレッチの重要性に気

付かないかもしれません。ですが、トレーニングをする上でストレッチは必要不可欠な

ことのうちの 1つなのです。 

他に驚くべき特徴は、いかに空手で、実際の体が関わっているかということです。 

空手は、最小の動きで、最大の力と距離を強調し、ほとんどの基本的な技のために体全

部を使います。相手に向かったり、相手から離れたりして、強い突きは、柔軟な手首

や、腕、肩、腰、足が全て必要です。蹴りや、複数の技が組み合わさった技のような、

より複雑な技には、身体の部分の多数の方向への急速な動きが要求されます。これら技

を実行するために、生徒は、身体をコントロールすることができないといけないし、時

には、身体を不自然な姿勢にもっていかないといけないこともあります。そうすること

は、非常に難しくて、トレーニングの前後に体をストレッチさせて、柔軟な体を作らな

ければ、持続することは不可能です。 

生徒は彼らの人生の長い期間練習は、肉体的に違う段階を経験するでしょう。けがをし

たり、年を取ってきたり、人生において色々なことがおきるでしょう。ですが、ストレ

ッチをしたり、全身運動をすることで心身の健康を保ちます。殆どの空手の生徒の人た

ちが実際の年齢よりも元気そうに見えるのは、偶然ではないと思います。 

 

全体的に、ストレッチをして、身体と心を柔軟に保つことは、空手だけではなくて、皆

さんの健康にとってとても重要なことです。怪我をすることを予防し、運動範囲を維持

し、血液の流れをよくします。屈伸運動することは、身体の筋肉を鍛えることで、健康

を保つことができます。 

 

空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日の午後 6時から 9時 15分、多目的教室で稽古を

しています。体力づくりを始めたいとお考えの方は、是非、見学にいらしてください。

詳細は、VJCC のオフィスにお問い合わせください。 



VENICE KARATE CLUB 

August 2023 

 

We hope everyone is doing well! August has quickly arrived, and Summer is heading into its 

peak. 

 

On June 24th, the annual Summer “Natsu Matsuri” Festival returned to the VJCC. While it was 

a “hybrid” version, there were photo exhibits, plant sales, and of course food and game booths. 

The Karate Club did not have their food booth this year but performed a demonstration. All 

students and instructors performed well and represented the club proudly.  

For the Karate Club it is a time for students to showcase their skills, and for friends and family 

it is a time to reunite with friends and family of old and new generations. 

 

This month, junior instructor Tom Suzuki has kindly shared his thoughts on the importance of 

stretching in Karate and in life: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Why Stretch? 

By Tom Suzuki 

When you think of stretching, it is often associated with athletes, gymnasts, and intense activity 

events. Unless the person is familiar with Karate or Martial Arts, it may not be the first thing 

associated with stretching. However, it is one of the essential parts to a successful journey of 

training. 

 

Another surprising aspect to outsiders is how much of the actual body is involved in Karate. 

While Karate emphasizes maximum power and distance with minimalist movement, the entire 

body is used for even the most basic of techniques. A “strong” punch requires flexible wrists, 

arms, shoulders, hips, and legs if stepping toward or away from someone. For more 

complicated techniques, such as kicks or combinations involving multiple techniques, these 

body parts require rapid movement in multiple directions. To be able to execute these 

techniques, students must be able to manipulate and at times put the body in unnatural 

positions. Doing so would be extremely difficult and unsustainable without flexibility and 

maintenance through stretching the body before and after training. 

 

Students that train for long periods of their life will experience different stages of physicality. 

Injuries, aging, or life happen, but stretching and using all of the body in training allows 

students to keep the body and mind in shape. I am sure it is not a coincidence that most 

students look more fit and youthful than their actual age as well. 

 

Overall, stretching and keeping the body and mind flexible is important not just for Karate, but 

for everyone’s health. It helps with preventing injury, maintaining range of motion, and 

increasing vital blood flow. Stretching can relax tensed muscles which lead to stress buildup, 

so even if you do not train, having a stretching routine can greatly improve your body and life. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 6:00-9:15pm. 

Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new, our Club 

will always welcome you. 

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details.    
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August 2023 

 

A big thank you goes out to Trace and Ann 

Nishiyama who donated a wheelchair, 3 walkers, 

and a bath/shower seat plus accessories - all in 

pristine condition.  They were taken the day these 

were dropped off (except for the shower set, so if 

you are in need of one, please let Tina, the Senior 

Nutrition Food Services Coordinator know). 

 

Those seniors who were lucky enough to get the 

wheelchair or one of the walkers were very 

appreciative for the donation.  It is heartwarming 

to see them use them. 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for Senior Nutrition’s Fall Bake Sale scheduled for 

October 30 (yes, the day before Halloween….so treats for adults as well as 

for the ghosts and goblins who come to your door). 

 

“Fun Friday” Activities: 

 

 Bingo – every Friday from 10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 Cake Day – Celebrate birthdays on the 3rd Friday of every month - except December. 

 Bento Day – last Friday of every month except December 

 

The Garden Market: – which is usually 

held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays (May – 

November) has been temporarily suspended 

due to the long rainy season we experienced 

this year.  However, if you managed to get 

your garden in and you have some home-

grown vegetables, fruits, herbs, etc. to share, 

bring them in to any Senior Nutrition 

volunteer who will put them out for anyone 

who wants them.  Fresh produce is always 

appreciated by us all! 
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• Auto        • Business 

• Home        • Workers Comp 

• Life        • Disability George Mori 
George Mori Insurance 

Agency 
0E53619 

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley 

(310) 641-6674 
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Venice Japanese Community Center
12448 Braddock Drive Los Angeles 90066
310-822-8885

All proceeds benefit the VJCC

Arts and Crafts Fair
Saturday September 23, 2023

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
FREE Admission and Parking | Cash or check only

❀ Family clothing apparels ❀ 
❀ Japanese inspired clothes ❀ 
❀ Hawaiian handmade crafts ❀ 
❀ Unique crafts by local artisans ❀ 
❀ Original & custom jewelry ❀

 
❀ Gifts and Holiday items ❀ 
❀ Limited Food Items ❀ 

Santa Monica Fwy

Braddock
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JOSEPH E. DEERING 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

ESTATE PLANNING 

PROBATE AND ELDER LAW 

 

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones and give your property to 

whom you want at the least possible cost” 

 

First Consultation Free 

 

Call Patty Ota-Kuramoto, Legal Assistant for an appointment 

 

** Our New Address: ** 

2221 23rd Street 

Santa Monica, California 90405 

Tel:   (310) 907-5714 

Fax:   (310) 526-8920 

www.joedeering.com 



 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

http://www.vjcc.com/
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ZUMBA FITNESS NEWS 
August 2023 

 
Zumba Fitness meets on Tuesdays at 9 AM at the Gym Stage. So far, a few people have attended class, 
and they are mostly beginners. Class has been fun though! 

Here are a few announcements about class, however, and sorry for the inconvenience. 

Please remember that there is no class for the first 2 weeks of August. Classes resume Aug. 15 (9 AM) 
and Aug. 16 (new 7 PM class at MPR) 

We will not meet on Aug. 22nd due to a doctor's appointment. I will teach on Aug. 23rd. 
I will be gone for a month from Sept. 10-Oct. 8. 
Thank you for understanding. 
 
Aug. 15, class resumes at 9 AM 
Aug. 16 - a new Wednesday class starts at 7 PM! 
 
See you soon and stay hydrated! 
 
Leonore Miller 
Certified Zumba Fitness and Zumba Gold Instructor 

 

Beauty and the Heat: Steaming pool at Biscuit Basin, Yellowstone National Park, 2023             Photograph by Leonore Miller 
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Venice Pioneer Project 2023 Domo Arigato! 
The PIONEER PROJECT would like to thank all the people who supported and donated to the General Store 

and donated plants at this year’s Community Center Festival, as well as the generous monetary donations.
The Project is also very grateful for all the hard working volunteers who again worked endless hours 

at our store and booth.

John Amis
Tazo Amis
Kay Endow
Tomoko Fukuda
Gayle Hirami
Debi Horibe-Robbins
Tom Ikemoto
Jean Inada
Elizabeth Inouye
Eric Inouye

Natsuko Akiyama
Mary Garcia
Emiko Holmes
Ruth Horibe
Robert & Lucy Ito
Marian Kubota

Curt Ando
Setsuko Anthony
Weimei Chu
Kay Endow
Joyce Enomoto &
   Ken Rosengrant
Wayne Ginoza
Tina Grammatico
Margie Greenwald
Rosalind Harper
Gayle Hirami
Steve Ikeda
Terry Murase Ikeda
Tom Ikemoto
Diane Imori

Pauline Itow
Hank Iwamoto
Carolyn Komoto
Ayako Masada
Alan Matsuzaki
Jane Matsuzaki
Phyllis Murakawa
Ray Nakagama
Ryan Niimi

Norman Kumagai, 
   In Memory of 
   Mae Kumagai
Eleanor Lee
Elma Lee
Tamiko Lowe
Kimiko Maeda

June Inai
Elizabeth Inouye
Pauline Itow
Yoneko Itow
Carol Kurihara
Eleanor & Elma Lee
Masako Lorrin
John Kocker
Shinya M.
Laura Masatani
Leonore Miller
Anne Mizutani
Kristine Mizutani
Eric & Aomi Moore
Paige Morikawa

Alice Ogawa
Kenji Ogawa
Sharon Okimoto
Jun Oyama
Cris Pineda
Evelyn Pineda
Fran Saito
Nadine “Dinky” Shintaku
Norman Tachiki

Betsy Marumoto
Ayako Masada
Irene Matsumura
Otome Nagano
Jean Nakamoto
Cris & Evelyn Pineda
Misao Shibasaki

Al Morita
Phyllis Murakawa
Ray & Nancy Nakagama
Kats Nishimoto
Sharon Okimoto
Otome Nagano
Katsuko Nakagawa
Harriet Natsuyama
Tim Nomura
Fran Saito
Judith Sakahara
Utako Sawa
Gail Sharp
Grace Shigekawa
Robyn Shimizu

Yoshie Tachiki
Kim Tachiki-Chin
Gordon Tani
Joan Tani
Cliff Tanigawa
Dillon Udagawa
Lori Uyeda
Harriet Woo
Margaret Yamaguchi
Donna Young

Robyn Shimizu
Toshiko Shimizu
June Sumida
Lucille Takahashi
Eddie & Karen Takata
Itsuye Teshiba

(Bold are $100+)

Tanya Sisikin
Faith Stevens
Kim Tachiki-Chin
Linda Takahashi
Gordon & Joan Tani
Cliff & Linda Tanigawa
L. Vashemirova
Ann Wang
Debbe Watanabe
Melissa White
Diane Yamagata
Margaret Yamaguchi
Kathy Yamamoto
Donna Young

Volunteers

Monetary Donors

General Store & Plants Donors

Thank you so much!
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Melvin M. Shimizu 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
Income Tax Services, 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
 

Now at our New Location: 
 

5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103 

Culver City, California 90230 

 

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.) 
 

Serving our community since 1978 

 

(310) 306-7500 

(310) 306-7520 fax 

Email:  melshimizu@hotmail.com 

 
Office open year round 

Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by 

Appointment 

rpyang@aol.com 

2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 

310.391.8123 

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI 

2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., SUITE B 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 

OFFICE: 310-914-9147  CELL: 310-988-5874 



 

VJCC 
VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 

NAME: _____________________ 

PHONE: ____________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________ 

Adult sizes: 

___S ___M ___L ___XL 

___2XL ___3XL 

___tote bag ___baseball cap 

Total: 

___          @ $20 each = $____ 

___ books@ $40 each = $____ 

     Total purchase = $____ 

Please make checks 

payable to “VJCC” 

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC 

12448 Braddock Dr. 

L.A., CA 90066 

 

NEW VJCC BASEBALL CAPS and 

100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

T-SHIRTS & TOTE BAGS  

$20 EACH 
 

VJCC HISTORY BOOK 

$40 EACH 

You will receive an email or phone call 

when your order is ready to pick up. 

t’s/totes 
/caps 
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VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2023 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

▼ 

12:30 Taiko 

  3:30 Virtual 

    Sunday Yoga 

  5:30 Volleyball 

     Adult 

  8:00 Basketball  

    Adult 

   9:00  Pickleball 

10:00  Tai Chi (60+) 
(Senior Wellness Program) 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  1:00 Craft Workshop 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

  6:30 Aikido 

  7:00 Del Rey H/O  

         (1st Mon) 

  7:00 Karate 

09:00 Adult Zumba 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 

▼ 

  1:00 Virtual Chair 

  Yoga (Sr. Wellness) 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Taiko 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 

  7:00 Judo 

    

  9:00 Pickleball 

10:00 Seigin-Kai 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 
        

 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:30 JACL (1st Wed) 

  7:00 Kendo 

  

 

   

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 

▼ 

12:30 Ballroom Dance *     
 12:45 Ukulele*  

           (Inter.I &II)  

4:00 Basketball VYC      

  6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

6:00 Aikido 

7:00 Ikebana 

7:00 Japanese as  
        Sec. Lang. (Beginner) 

7:00 Karate 

  9:30 Sumi-e 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

   5:30 Hula                 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate) 

7:00 Judo  

7:30 Kendo  

 7:15 Aikido 

 9:00 Japanese 

         Language 

         (Children’s) 

 9:30 Japanese  

          Dance* 

 9:30 Basketball VYC 

           

▼ 

 1:00 Koto* 

 2:00 Bunka Shodo 

 2:00 Iaido 
  

Same as  

Week  1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

 

▼ 

Same as Week 1 

 

    

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:30 VYC Mtg (2nd Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

   

 

   

 

  

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Bonsai (2nd Fri) 

    

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 

Same as 

 Week 1 

Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:00 Boy Scout 

         Parents           

 7:00 Photo Club  

         (3rd Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 CBO (3rd Wed) 

7:30 VJCC Exec Council 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:00 Japanese as  
        Sec. Lang. (Beginner) 

  

 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate)  

              

Same as Week 1 

Same as  

Week 1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 Bonsai  

      (4th Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 RAP (4th Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 
 

Revised 6/1/2023 

* class has not yet resumed 

2023 REPRESENTATIVES 
 

                                                                                                           
Arts & CArts & CArts & CArts & Craftsraftsraftsrafts Martial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial Arts    
 Craft Workshop ................................................ Ruby Kita  Aikido ....................................................................... Tom Scheir 
 Photo Club ........................................................ June Inai  Iaido .......................................................................... Harry Mott 
 Watercolor .................................................... Ko Yoshida  Judo ................................................................ Trace Nishiyama 
Boy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy Scouts                                                                                                     Karate ..................................................................... Ron Sugano    
 Scoutmaster ................................................... Bill Conroy  Kendo .......................................................................... Kenji Arai 
 Parents’ Club ........................................... Ted Nishimura MusiMusiMusiMusicccc 
ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise 
                Yoga..........................................................Leslie Masuda            Koto ............................................................................ Eiko Idota 
  Zumba.......................................................Leonore Miller    Shigin (Seigin-Kai) .......................................... Kosei Yamamura 
DanceDanceDanceDance     Taiko (Koshin) ..................................................... Lori Miyakawa 
 Ballroom Dance .......................................... Gayle Hirami  Ukulele ................................................................... Kay Kawano 
 Hula ..................................................... Wen-Chia Parker Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist (Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima) ......................................................  
 Japanese Odori ...................................... Dianne Fukuwa RAPRAPRAPRAP    ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................    Carolyn Komoto   

    ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................        SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors 
JACLJACLJACLJACL    (Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)………………………………………………………..John Saito  Nutrition.......................................................... . Tina Grammatico 
Japanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese Culture        Pioneer Project..........................................................Eric Inouye    
 Bonsai ................................ Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi  Senior Wellness Program……………….……………………………….Gayle Hirami 
 Ikebana ...................................................... Satsuki Palter …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 Calligraphy (Japanese Brush Writing)                                               SportsSportsSportsSports 
    Shodo ............................................... Fusako Ogasawara  Basketball (Adult) ………Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston 
 Sumi-e ........................................................ Jane Shibata  Basketball (VYC)……………………………..Kathy Yamashita/Kazie Kame 
Japanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese Language                                                                                       Pickleball (Adult) ........................ Mil Kurashige/Ken Rosengrant    
 Gakuen (Youth) ………………………………………………….. Jolyn Brookes  Volleyball (Adult) ............................................ Stephen Fujimoto 
 Adults (as a 2nd language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara  
   

 Revised  6/1/2023          FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FFICE (310) 822FFICE (310) 822FFICE (310) 822----8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM             
                                                                                                                                                                                                            MESSAGESMESSAGESMESSAGESMESSAGES    WILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYED    TO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIES 



 

SAVE THESE DATES 

 

VJCC Clean-up 

Sunday, August 20, 8:00 a.m. 

 

Arts & Crafts Fair 

Saturday, September 23 
 

VJCC Golf Tournament 

Los Serranos Golf Club 

Saturday, October 14 
 

Please continue to check VJCC.com for 

the latest updates for the Center. 
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