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VJCC Presents Its 2025

Scholarships -

he Venice Japanese Community Center is pleased

to announce 12 scholarship awards to its 2025
group of high school graduates. Nine were present at
the annual Summer Natsu Matsuri Festival on June
21, to receive their awards on stage from Bob Onishi,
VJCC President. All 12 of the amazing honorees
achieved stellar academic records, involved themselves
in community service both at VJCC and the extended
community, and participated in extracurricular
activities.

The recipients, in alphabetical order, are:

Evan Doi, a graduate of Venice High School, will be
attending UC Berkeley. His parents are Elton Doi and
Nancy Lee.

Leonard Inomata is a graduate of Culver City High
School and plans to attend Santa Monica College. His
parents are Yukie and Marcelo Inomata.

Keili Kato, a graduate of Culver City High School,
plans to attend CSU Long Beach. She is the daughter of
Celina Chan and David Kato.

Henry Kim is a graduate of Santa Monica High
School and plans to attend UC Davis. He is the son of
Tony Kim and Erina Murakami.

Alexa Lee is a graduate of Culver City High School
and plans to attend Biola University. She is the daughter
of Claire and Ed Lee.

Ricardo Lopez, a graduate of New West Charter, will
be attending UC Santa Barbara. His parents are Miyuki
and Faustino Lopez.

Mia Mayeda is a graduate of North Torrance High
School and plans to attend USC. She is the daughter of
Chris and Lisa Mayeda.

Madison Mendoza, a graduate of W.I.S.H. Academy,

Legacy Tree

Back row, left to right: Ricardo Lopez, Brady Sugano,
Momoka Miyashiro, Keili Kato, Evan Doi; front row, left
to right: Madeline Sugimoto, Alexa Lee, Taylor Nagamine,
Madison Mendoza. Not present: Leonard Inomata, Henry
Kim and Mia Mayeda

plans to attend UCLA. Her parents are Randel
Mendoza and Paula Tomizawa-Mendoza.

Momoka Miyashiro is a graduate of Culver
City High School and plans to attend Santa Monica
College. She is the daughter of Mari Endo.

Taylor Nagamine is a graduate of Venice High
School and plans to attend UC San Diego. She is the
daughter of Hans and Tanya Nagamine.

Brady Sugano is a graduate of Geffen Academy
at UCLA and plans to attend Purdue. He is the son of
Ron Sugano & Mary Okino. (Continued on page 3)

SAVE THESE DATES

Golf Tournament
Monday, September 22

RAP Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, September 27

Please check VJCC.com for the latest updates.




Board Visions

My name is Jack Kurihara and I have been a
VJCC Board member for more than two decades.
I became involved with the Community Center
when my son Alex joined Troop 764 around
2007. Initially, I volunteered working at the - P
Fishing Clubs booth during the Summer Natsu ‘h
Matsuri Festival and helping out as a Boy Scout o
parent during Shinnenkai. Eventually, I joined the VJCC Board of
Directors serving a term as President and subsequently have remained
on the Board since then. Besides being one of the VJCC Board of
Directors, I am also a member of two advisory committees, Operations
and Finance.

Each and every current Board member is responsible for the
financial stewardship of the Community Center. In other words, we
are responsible for protecting the VJCC’s assets and are committed
to making sound financial decisions. In addition, I personally believe
that it is important that the VJCC'’s financial position be shared with all
Community Center members on a regular basis. Accordingly, here is a
“snapshot” of our finances.

The VJCC’s balance sheet or statement of financial position is
healthy. The Community Center’s funds totaled nearly $1.2 million
as of March 2025. The majority of these funds reside in bank accounts
and money markets, while less than 25% are in bond and equity
investment funds. Fixed assets--meaning the buildings, equipment
and furniture--amounted to $1.7 million during the same time period.
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Since the Community
Center carries no debt,
our balance sheet has no
liabilities and is all equity.
As of March 2025, the
Community Center’s
statement of activity
or operating revenue
and expenses are on
target with our 2025
budget projections.
The VJCC is expected to
generate revenue to offset
anticipated expenses
(Continued on page 3)

2025 VJCC BUDGETED REVENUE
BY SOURCE

——

VJCC

Vision Statement

‘A center to preserve the heritage and perpetuate
the Japanese-American cultural experience.”

VJCCry is a registered trademark-servicemark of the Venice Japanese Community Center.

Donations: June-July 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following
donations of time, material, and money:

Craig Cummings. ...........ovuieeennnnn.. $100
Judith Graham-Johnson ....... Monetary Donation
BonnieInai.................... ... $500
Robert Nakagawa ............. Monetary Donation
Irene Ota ..., $100

Company Match..................oooia.. $100
In Memory of Tsuyako Miyashiro

Merle & Gail Sharp .......... Monetary Donation
Kathi Yamazaki............... Monetary Donation
Grace Yanai.................. Monetary Donation

Summer Festival: June-July 2025

Adult Japanese Language. . .................. $100
Anonymous. ................. Monetary Donation
ANONYMOUS. « .« eeeeteeeeeeeeaeaeenen. $100
Yoshiho & Yoko Aoki.......... Monetary Donation
Asahi Gardens..................... ... $200
Cliff & Susan Asai............. Monetary Donation
Karen Eguchi....................ooi.t. $100
LeotaFlaten.................. Monetary Donation
Ronald & Barbara Fukuji. . .. ... Monetary Donation
Ronald Furuyama & Nancy Kawahara ........ $100
AnnaHamada................ Monetary Donation
Rosalind Harper.............. Monetary Donation
Terry & Deborah Hide. ... ..... Monetary Donation
Glenn & Donna Hiraoka .. ..... Monetary Donation
Steven & Elaine Hirohama . . ... Monetary Donation
Miyako Kadogawa ............ Monetary Donation
Tomiko Kasai ................ Monetary Donation
Frank Katayama ........................... $210
Les & Linda Kumagai....................... $100
Jane Matsuoka. ............... Monetary Donation

Mark Mayeda & Deborah Ching Monetary Donation
Victoria Morimoto............ Monetary Donation




Board Vision (Continued from page 2)

during the year, essentially achieving a break-even scenario. It is
important to understand that there are multiple sources of revenue
required to fund the Center’s annual expenses.

As shown in the pie chart on the previous page, slightly more
than 40% of funding is dependent on contributions and donations.
To date, we are blessed to have so many members willing to give
money to the VJCC. Representing the Board, I want to thank all
members and supporters that donate to keep the Community
Center a thriving and vibrant venue for Japanese and Japanese
American cultural programs!

The second major source of revenue is from fundraising
programs, including the Summer Festival, Bingo and Golf
Tournament. Fundraising net revenue is actually less than shown
on the chart, due to offsets from fundraising expenses.

Membership fees and rentals, when combined, account for
roughly 20% of revenues. Gakuen and miscellaneous (e.g., grants,
special events, special rental) round out the total revenue.

In 2025, the total projected VJCC operating expenses are
expected to be roughly $350,000. Salaries and associated costs for
Gakuen, VJCC Office and contracted janitorial staff are the major
expense category, projected to be around $105,000. Fundraising
expenses are usually the next highest expense bucket, estimated
to run $56,000. The third major expense category is liability and
property insurance, currently costing nearly $45,000 annually. This
includes sports program, workers compensation, D&O (Directors &
Officers), liability and facility replacement coverage.

It is important to recognize that the Community Center continues
to spend funds on one-time or non-recurring costs to improve
and maintain the campus. Some of the more significant projects
during the past year included the gymnasium’s media (audio/
visual) upgrade of $67,000. Roof repairs and the addition of door
awnings to the classrooms, gymnasium and multi-purpose room
cost roughly $22,000 combined. Nearly $14,000 was spent on air
conditioning and heating units in the classrooms and office, both
needed during increasing cold and hot weather days!

In closing, I hope this brief financial update has been useful!

Jack Kurihara

Woohoo! Photos from Natsu Matsuri 2025

Donations continued...
Albert & Pauline Morita .................... $200
Richard & Jean Nishimoto. . .. .. Monetary Donation
Mitsuko Nomura ............. Monetary Donation
KoryQuon................... Monetary Donation
Carol Ann Saito. .............. Monetary Donation
Gail Sakamoto................ Monetary Donation
Katherine Sakanoi ............ Monetary Donation
Catherine Silman .......................... $100
Susan Tritt................... Monetary Donation
Jean Tsunemoto .............. Monetary Donation
Venice Free Methodist Church............... $353
Venice Shodo Kai.....................oo... $100
MaeWong................... Monetary Donation
Margaret Yamaguchi ....................... $200
Carole Yamakoshi. ......................... $300

Legacy Tree Donations: June-July 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and
pledges towards the Legacy Tree.
In memory of Tsuyako Miyashiro
ANONYMOUS ... evvveeeeiee e $10,000

VJCC 2025 Scholarships (Continued from page 1)

Madeline Sugimoto is a graduate of
Geften Academy at UCLA and plans to attend
Northwestern University. Her parents are
Doug and Isabella Sugimoto.

The Scholarship Committee members are:
Sharon Aratani, Glenn Hiraoka, Kazie
Kame, Carolyn Komoto, Elaine Koyama,
Frank Koyama, Sandy Maeshiro and
Nancy Yamazaki.

We congratulate our scholars and send them
off to college with our best wishes as they
continue to explore their futures.

Applications for 2026 will be available on
the VJCC Website in December and must be
submitted digitally.

If you would like to support our scholarship
effort to help maintain our legacy, donations
may be made to VJCC with “scholarship fund”
written on the memo line. Thank you very
much.
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Photos from Natsu Matsuri 2025




Natsu Matsuri Festival Photos (Continued from page 4) Photos by VJCC Photo Club




Board Vision by Jack Kurihara — August 2025
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BOARD VISION BY JACK KURIHARA, Contd
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Photo by Luke Uyeda

PHOTO CLUB -08.2025

Catching Colors — Eastern Sierras, July 2025




Local Advertisers

£ Rawadian Cofe & Cateving

RUTTSCAFE.COM
RuttsQuote@outlook.com

Siwce 1976

11707 Washington Place, Los Angeles, CA 90066
Rutts Cafe: 310-398-6326
Rutts Catering: 424-228-2846
Rutts Info: 424-258-7183

WE CATER TO MOST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

¢ Auto ¢ Business
e Home * Workers Comp
s Life ¢ Disability George Mori
George Mori Insurance
Agency
0E53619

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley

AARCOFE L& 1z (310) 641-6674

Grace Yamamura

SINCE 1979

ROOF MASTER ROOFING CO.

1527 E. ADAMS BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90011

FREE ESTIMATE
TEL : (310) 313-4010

CHUCK S HAN

Branch Manager

usbank.com

424-428-6089 branch
800-872-2657 24-hour banking
chuck.han@usbank.com

West Los Angeles Branch
4032 South Centinela Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90066

(Bbank

VIJCC.,

Community News

04/2025

KEN M. HARADA, D.D.S., INC.

General Dentistry

10874 Washington Bivd.
Culver City, CA 90232

Office Hours

By Appointment (310) 837-5121

enclakutagawa

A Name You Know ond Trust

Grandson of the late Hidemi & Torako Akutagawa
(West LA Residents since 1953)

Services and Special Offer

Call or email me for a complimentary no obligation value of
your property —NO HOME VISITATION NECESSARY!

Please mention this ad to receive $500 at the close of escrow or
donate it to the charity of your choice.

Helping buyers, sellers, and landlords/tenants
throughout Greater Los Angeles

310.870.1118

eric.akutagawa@compass.com
REALTOR | DRE 01423357

COMPASS
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Venice Gakuen
2025-2026 Registration

We are accepting students in the following classes:
Y1 beginner Japanese, K-3rd

J1 beg/int Japanese, 4th-8th

J3 advanced Japanese, 8th-12th

FREE Trial Classes: Aug 23 & Aug 30

Classes run every Saturdays 9am - 12pm, September ~ June.
First Day of Classes: 9/6/25

Registration & Activities Fee: $50

Tuition: $100 per month

Email: venicegakuen.office@gmail.com




2 o 2 5 Candlewood Country Club
yJcc Wiin, 0604

GOLF
TOURNAE NT

September 22 2025
MONDAY

REGISTRATION: 7:00 AM - 8:30 AM
SHOTGUN START: 9:00 AM
AWARDS & BUFFET LUNCH: 2:00 PM

Handicapped Four Person Team Scramble Format

COST $200 PER PERSON INCLUDES

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

e GreenFee & 1/2 « Side Games

Cart e Range Balls
o Breakfast Burrito « Gift Bag Limited Spaces Available
o Buffet Lunch o 1Raffle Ticket

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

Register now at: SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

Need more info? Please email or call;

orat: vjcc.com

Dress Code: Collared shirts, business casual attire/golf attire
acceptable. NO cargo pants/shorts, denim or blue jean apparel,
spandex apparel or athletic/gym apparel. NO hats in the dining
room: NO metal spikes



PLATINUM: $2,000

Entry for 4 Golfers

e 6 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course

e Special Platinum Level Gift

e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

GOLD: $1,350

e Entry for 4 Golfers
e 3 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course
e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

SILVER: $800

e Entry for 2 Golfers
e 2 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course
e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

BRONZE: $425

e Entry for 1 Golfer
e 1 Tee Sponsorship on Golf Course
Special Recognition at Awards Banquet




Local Advertisers

Brian Nakagiri—Realtor® Bre#01817767
Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and
Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles.

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your
Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a

Property.
Combining Honesty and Integrity with Real Results!

Contact Me Today for Any of Your
Real Estate Needs!

PCRE

Brian Nakagiri

Phone.310.902.4475 Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com
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formerly Homa Care Assistance

(y PYillennia
%  Dersanal Bare Services

Looking for a comprehensive care solution
for long-term aging at home? We offer more
than great caregivers. We'll be your expert
guide along your care journey.

Call today to set up a free phone consultation.

QUOCK LAW FIRM

Attorneys at Law
Kevin J. Quock, Esq.
Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills

Business & Real Estate Law
General Litigation

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE

A general law practice with an emphasis in the areas of trusts,
wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general
litigation and personal injury. Providing effective, reliable and
quality service to individuals and businesses for over 35 years.

Now may be a good time to review your living trust. Recent
changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a
good reason to review your estate planning documentation, in-
cluding your living trust and healthcare directives. Schedule an
appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-
nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-
mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you.

6080 Center Drive Suite 600
Los Angeles, CA 90045
Tel: (310) 348-8162
Fax: (424) 309-5639
E-mail: kig@ quocklaw.com
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September 27, 2025
9am to 3pm

VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER
12448 Braddock Drive, 90066 | 310.822.8885

Interested in becoming a vendor? Contact:

Lola Hongo | Lola.hongo®@gmail.com
Sharon Uyeda | sluyeda83@gmail.com
Sharon Aratani | sharé416@aol.com




VJCC SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM
August 2025

Come join us not only for nutritious meals, but also for fun activities in a warm and welcoming environment to
enhance your overall health and well-being.

Our VJCC SNP-sponsored programs continue to be popular with our seniors. The VICC Senior Nutrition Program’s
mission is to have our seniors get up, get dressed, and get going...to look forward to spending time with old friends,
making new ones in a place that is welcoming and fun, and to encourage them to join in other VJCC activities, classes,
and clubs (Senior Wellness Programs, The Pioneer Project, Pickle Ball, Ikebana, Bonsai, and many more). The
following VJCC Senior Nutrition Program-sponsored activities support the Senior Meals Program (WLCAC):

4 Celebrating Monthly Birthdays (3™ Friday)* 4 Monthly Bento Program (last Friday)*
4 The Puzzle Center (1000+ piece puzzles) #Ever-popular weekly Bingo *
4 Annual Holiday Party*.

» Come in to sign up with Tina Grammatico, WLCAC Meal Service Coordinator of the Senior Meals Program and to
pick up a menu (monthly menus are also posted on the VICC website). Tina is an employee of the WLCAC and with
the help of the VJICC volunteers stands ready to package up nutritious grab’n’go meals Monday through Friday. You

are encouraged to try out the warm and nutritious meals whenever vou wish. You also might want to “Buy one

to share one” with other seniors to help them with an extra meal for dinner or for over the weekend.

*Note: You must be a VICC member AND sign up for the Senior Meals Program to attend the Annual Holiday Party.

Senior Meals Program — Reminder: On Bento Fridays (last Friday of the month) see
Tina G if you would like to pick up a WLCAC meal along with your bento if you are
signed up with the WLCAC Senior Meals Program. Great to use as an extra meal for
the day or for the weekend!

Bingo — The excitement and passion for our weekly Bingo has not diminished for our
seniors, many who show up early to get their favorite seat every Friday. Thanks to our
caller, Cris Pineda and his volunteer assistants who help with the games, purchase
prizes, do the set up and the clean up every week.

Puzzle Center — Over 10+ 1000-piece puzzles have been completed over the last year.
There are a few regulars who diligently work on the puzzles and a few who will work
on the puzzle(s) prior to the start of Bingo. Thank you to Carol, Linda, and Yoshiko
who keep this program going.

The VICC Senior Nutrition Program had the
pleasure of welcoming Keiro representatives,
Heather Harada (Director of Strategy) and
Janie Teshima (Strategy Analyst) to our
Friday Bingo/Birthday celebration on July
18 and to our Bento Friday on July 25. We
. were pleased to “show off” not only the

. success of these ongoing programs, but also
our diligent volunteers who strive to make it
a safe, welcoming and fun environment for

| our seniors every day.







Local Advertisers

Melvin M. Shimizu
Certified Public Accountant
SU “ Income Tax Services,

Accounting & Bookkeeping
SKI AND CYCLE
Professional Ski & Bicycle Repair Now at our New Location:
8419 Lincoln Blvd. 5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103
Westchester, CA 90045 (310) 568-8357 Culver City, California 90230

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.)
Serving our community since 1978

(310) 306-7500
~ Ssure Witk Conglcderon ~ (310) 306-7520 fax
Email: melshimizu@hotmail.com

PIONEER INSURANCE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA PIONEER INSURANCE BERVICE, INC.

AUTO, FIRE & CASUALTY

OFFICE (310) 842-1066 Office open year round
SHARON ARATANI CELL  (310) 897-1303 Monday to Fridays 9am.to6 p.m.
VAX (1034084 Days, Evenings & Saturdays by
LG # bogyacs Appointment

General Dentistry

Courtney H. lfoshikawa, D.D.S. rpyang@aol.com ‘5

o i RICHARD P. YANG
7740 W. Manchester Avenue

' g ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
Playa del Rety, CA 90293 L €
(310) 822-4987 ia e { 2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126
cyoshikawa,_dds@yahoo.com % SANTA MONICA, CA 90405
Saturday appointments available Posnn o* 310.391.8123

NATIONAL NOTARY ASSOCIATION
NOTARY PUBLIC

VIJCC,

Community News

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI

2011 SAWTELLE BLwD., SUITE B
Los ANGELES, CA 90025
OFFICE: 310-914-9147 CeLL: 310-988-5874

05/2025
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SUN MON

3 10-11am
Tai Chi
(MPR)

10 10-11am
Tai Chi
(MPR)

17 10-11am
Tai Chi
(MPR)

24 10-11am
Tai Chi
(MPR)

31

4

n

18

25

Keiro no Hi

FESTIVAL

Saturday, September 13, 2025
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wellress Program e

Y AUGUST 2025

10am-12pm 5
Chinese
Mahjong (MPR)

10am-12pm 12
Chinese
Mahjong (MPR)

10am-12pm 19
Chinese
Mahjong (MPR)

10am-12pm 26

Chinese
Mahjong (MPR)

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwaniji Buddhist Temple (Nishi)
815 E 1st St, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Activities 2> Entertainment * Food 3 Vendors % And More!

» Age 60+: FREE
» Age 59 or Under: $20

Bus Transportation: $5
Bu

To register, visit keiro.org/knh or scan the QR code:

Questions? Contact events@keiro,org or 213.873.5700,

WED

10am
Firefighters
Luncheon (VHBT)

20

27

Upcoming

Activities/Events

Keiro No Hi

Festival 2025

Saturday,

September 13th

10am-3pm
Los Angeles
Hompa
Hongwanji
ddhist Temple
(Nishi)

10-11am “Young
at Heart”
Exercise Class

S =T

PN

o
it

THU FRI SAT

10-11am “Young
at Heart” 7 8
Exercise Class

(MPR)

14 15

(MPR)

21 22

10-11am “Young
at Heart” 28 29
Exercise Class

(MPR)

Location:
MPR= Multipurpose Room

16

23

30

VHBT= Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

YOU'RE INVITED!

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS!
Wednesday, August 13, 2025, 10AM

Please join us as we welcome our neighborhood friends from Fire

Station 62 as they provide some fire safety and prevention tips and
share their experiences during fighting the Palisades and Eaton fires.

Join our firefighters for an appreciation luncheon. There will also be
photo opportunities (fire truck and ambulance- children are welcome

to join too).

Please RSVP by August 6" to VHBTLive@gmail.com or call (310) 391-

4351 or the V)CC office at (310) 822-8885.
Where:

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
12371 Braddock Drive, Culver City

Sponsored by the Venice Japanese Community Center Senior

Wellness Program and the VHBT Keiro Committee. Funding provided

by the Keiro Grants Program

All classes and activities are FREE to all VJCC members 60 years and older. Our number one priority is the safety of
our participants. All classes and activities may still follow strict CDC protocols. e.g., face covering. Participants must
be fully vaccinated and had taken first booster shot. Scheduled events can change without notice. Any questions or

to RSVP please contact Gayle Hirami @ gayle_hirami@yahoo.com. or call the VJCC office at 310.822.8885
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Venice Pioneer Project 2025 Domo Arigato!

Thank you so‘much!

The PIONEER PROJECT would like to thank all the people who supported and donated to the General Store
and donated plants at this year’s Community Center Festival, as well as the generous monetary donations.
The Project is also very grateful for all the hard working volunteers who again worked endless hours
at our store and booth.

Winya Akiyama
John Amis
Morgan Amis
Darleen Fujita
Tom Ikemoto
Jean Inada
Elizabeth Inouye
Eric Inouye
Pauline Ito

Natsuko Akiyama
Darleen Fujita

Diane Imori

Ron & Shirley Inada
Mikie Ishioka

Tom & Masako Ishioka
Robert & Lucy Ito

Curtis Ando
Winya Akiyama
Junko Antell
Randy Crawford
Allyson Dung
Barbara Fukuji
Lily Fukunaga
Darlene Gaston
Dave Hirota
Debi Horibe-Robbins
Tom Ikemoto

Joyce Enomoto &
Ken Rosengrant

Diane Imori
Jean Inada
Elizabeth Inouye

Volunteers

Dianne Kazahaya
Victor Kobayashi
Carolyn Komoto
Ayako Masada
Diane Matsuno
Jane Matsuzaki

Alice Ogawa

Kenji Ogawa
Virginia Okawauchi
Skye Okimoto

Isla Okimoto-Gonzalez

Sharon Okimoto

Paige Morikawa Cris Pineda

Phyllis Murakawa Evelyn Pineda

Judy Nawa Fran Saito

Monetary Donors

Tomiko Kasai Jean Nakamoto
Eleanor Lee Virginia Okawauchi
Elma Lee Ted & Sharon Okimoto
Kimiko Maeda Peggy Saiki
Ayako Masada Misao Shibasaki

Irene Matsumura

Catherine Silman

General Store & Plants Donors

Barbara Isono
Stacy Itow
Yoneko Itow
Frank Katayama
Judy Kawaguchi
Dianne Kazahaya
Kraig Kishi
Sandy Kong
Marian Kubota
Naoko Kubota
Carol Kunihara
Margaret Maeno
Irene Matsumura
Diane Matsuno
Ann Miks

Paige Morikawa

Phyllis Murakawa
Katsu Nakagawa
Judy Nawa

Don Nishimoto
Doris Noda

Nan O'Donnell
Fusako Ogasawara
Virginia Okawauchi
Sharon Okimoto
Christine Otani
Pam Quan

Fran Saito

Grace Sato

Gail Sharp

Misao Shibasaki
Dana Shioji

Dinky Shintaku
Linda Takahashi
Kim Tachiki-Chin
Norman Tachiki
Yoshie Tachiki
Gordon Tani

Joan Tani

Kaz Togawa
Harriet Woo
Dayna Yoneda

Robyn Y. Shimizu Cohen

Larry & Annamaria
Stevenson

Eddie & Karen Takata
Kazuko Togawa
Karen Tokubo

(Bold are $100+)

Judy Shioshita
Craig Singer
Tanya Sisikin
Faith Stevens
Nancy Sun

Karen Taka

Joan Tani

Harriet Woo
Kathy Yamamoto
Sally Yamashita
Shizuki Yamashita
Clarence Yim
Carol Yokoyama
Roseann Yoshida
Diane Yoshikawa
Michelle



Zumba® Club at the VIJCC
August 2025

In May and June we remembered moms and dads in our songs and dances.
We also spent some time practicing for our demo for the Annual festival in
June.

We presented five rhythms during our demo. They were flamenco, tango,
Cumbia fusion, pop and bachata.

Thank you to my brave students for their participation in the demo, and
special mention to June Inai from the photo club for capturing this picture!!

The class is good for beginners or just anybody who wants to move to music and have a fun time in a social
atmosphere.

Just a reminder that there will be NO class inthe month of September.

Zumba® meets @9:00 AM - - at the Gym
Taught by Leonore Miller at the VIJCC (Venice Japanese Community Center)

Membership at the VIJCC is required ($30 annually until end of the year)
Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 classes
Liability waiver must be filled out.

Zumba at the VJCC is taught by Leonore Miller, Certified Zumba, Zumba Gold, Zumba Toning, Zumba Aqua,
Zumba Step and AFAA certified.

Questions? Contact Leonore at Skyflakez@hotmail.com - or - text: 310-210-2154

VJCC Golf Tournament Platinum Keiro Caregiver Conference
oCla SAVE THE DATE!
ba g done differe - - N
Caregiver
bank should be a creaf union, ¥ Conference
At Kinecta, we're invested in our members’ SOUTH BAY

financial success. We are built to meet your

banking needs, whatever they are. aturday, October 25, 2025

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Think of us first for: Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute
o Credit cards o Private Banking 1964 W 162nd St, Gardena, CA 90247
o Auto and boat loans e Personal loans and lines of credit \ J
® Home loans o Checking, savings and
certificates
Registration
Becoming a member of Kinecta is easy. Registration opens: Monday, August 18, 2025
Stop by and open your membership today. Registration closes: Friday, October 10, 2025

Registration is required for this event.

Visit kinecta.org/locations to find a branch near you.

kinecta.org KEiI'O@ ,‘g%
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Local Advertisers

JOSEPH E. DEERING
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE AND ELDER LAW

Joseph E. Deering
Attorney At Law

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones
and give your property to
whom you want at the least possible cost”

First Consultation Free

Patricia A. Kuramoto,
CA Licensed Professional Fiduciary,
License No.: PF 1493

2221 23" Street
Santa Monica, California 90405
Tel: (310) 907-5714
Fax: (310) 526-8920
www.joedeering.com

7
carelife

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Education and Caregiver’s Suppport

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles,
Torrance South Bay and Orange County.

Services Offered

® Free in-home and fall risk assessment
e Assistance with walking, transferring,
bathing, toileting, dressing & grooming
Medication reminders

Meal preparation

Light house keeping

Escort to appointments & shopping
Companionship

Home exercise, and more

Carelife Difference

e One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Certified Specialist (NCS)

e Offers Moving with Caregivers™, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife

Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more

e Over 30 years combined staff experience

Japanese Caregivers Available

Please contact us today...

Tel: 310-373-6030

Email: info@carelifeinc.com

www.carelifeinc.com

For All Your
Real Estate Needs

CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL

to find out the value
of your home
or investment property

310.873.4119

jonandmikateam@gmail.com

JONATHAN
MONTENEGRO

Realter®

£18-800-5932
Jjusathanm@redeore.com
Josathanmontenegiorodesie.com
DRE Licease $01855811

OGAWA
Realtors

M 310-220-7543
mikagrodenre.com
mikaogawd.rodecie. com
DRE Licesse $01990893

JONSMIK A | RODEO REALTY

03/2025
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IYASHI CARE.

A community-based palliative care program that
can help improve quality of life for older adults with
serious or chronic illnesses and their families through:

( )

* Individualized care planning
* Symptom management

¢ Consultation and communication
between family/caregivers

¢ Bilingual support in English and Japanese

\. J/

For more information, visit
keiro.org/iyashi-care or
scan the QR code.

Call and leave a message to
inquire: 213.873.5791

3¢ Providence

Keiro. &




VENICE KARATE CLUB
August 2025

We hope everyone and their families are doing well, and enjoying their summers. The last
weekend of June the VJCC hosted the annual Summer “Natsu Matsuri” Festival, where our club
had their food booth and performed demonstrations both Saturday and Sunday. Thank you to all
our students and parents that supported us in the events, including: Erika and Stuart Campe,
Kelly Chen, Akemi Hayashibara, Tim Horton, Jamie Ido, Shinsuke Ito, Jin Kuboshima, Masaki
Kunishima, Mike Lee, Mitsunori Mano, Garrett Nakasuiji, Luke Shimahara, Rick and Yumiko
Suzuki, Eric and Yukari Swanson, Takaaki Uehara, Jacob Weinstein, Yoichi Yamamoto, Taiyo
Yamaguchi, and Fiona and Sean Yang. Please also give special thanks to Kelvin Uyeda and
Tom Suzuki, who were VJCC Festival Chairs, coordinating the festival plans from January, with
Kelvin also working tirelessly during the event to make sure the audio was running smoothly.
We look forward to future Obon Festivals and more events!

Kyu Exam Results

On July 20, our club held their Kyu Exam, with several JKA licensed examiners in attendance
including our newly certified examiner, Vladimyr Dubuche.

Below are the Kyu Exam results:

TH2O0HIZHT A MM TONEL, HIL, 7797437742y FEAN, JKADEKEZF; -
TRBE E LT, BT A NRBREICMDY L, 7 A MO REZ FRROBY BMLELET,

8th Kyu : Jacob Weinstein, Sean Yang

8th Kyu B : Ivan Weinstein, Hannes Yang

7th Kyu : Brielle Nakasuji

6th Kyu : Jackson Lee, Mike Lee

5th Kyu B : Kyle Kunishima, Liam Mac

4th Kyu B : Kai Knox

3rd Kyu B : Lauren Sasaki

2nd Kyu B : Kailey Chin

Re-Exam : Tim Horton, Tristan Horton, Tyler Ido Portillo

Congratulations to all that tested! ik, s TEL H TSI VET,

Upcoming Event

VJCC Cleanup Sunday August 3rd 8am

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 7:00-9:15 pm in the MPR.
Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new, our Club
will always welcome you.

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details.

ZE/ ST TR, HHEABBLABBEFR 7RIS IR 154, ZFEOBEZLTVET, MLV LoEHZ
BTN EBoTWE L, BRIFE-ERZITZNVD LTLESE,




Local Advertisers

MIKE S. KISHI 1975-2015
dA0th Anniversary
KISHI AUTO SERVICE
GV INFINITI. LE(%.I.S ACGI.IDRA
S ® o

11608 VENICE BLVD.

310-397-0059 LOS ANGELES, CA 90066

VICC,

Community News

Donna Sugimoto
REALTOR®

Chairman’s Circle Gold surissne

CALIFORNIA
PROPERTIES

600 Deep Valley Drive
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

E Z;: % Cell/Text 310 9621486

0 ; E donnasugimoto@gmail.com

¥ <€ = DRE01883265
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Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery/Sports Medicine
Team Physician, L.A. Clippers
AT S TR A I e SRS

8540 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Ste. 1111
Los Angeles, CA 80045

tel. (424) 331-5112

Personalized service through English
! __and Japanese speaking caregivers

19 o B D
W
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Live a life of ease and comfort...

Best Care Connections is non-medical, in-home
care services for elders and seniors. Enriching

people’s lives by caring for their every need.

Toll Free: 1 888610 1160
Fax: 1 310 807 4355
E-mail: info@bcc-la.com
Web:  www.bcc-la.com
HCO: #194700410

10866 Washington Blvd., Suite 510, Culver City, CA 90232

Kevin Lai
Hair Stylist for Men &
Women of All Ages

Haircuts @ Color @ Perms

Call
626-272-8994

20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR
1°* TIME CUSTOMERS

Vanities Beauty Salon
12615 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
(near Venice & Centinela)

02/2025




VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

2025 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
9:00 Pickleball 09:00 Adult Zumba 9:00 Pickleball 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:30 Sumi-e 7:15 Aikido
10:00 Tai Chi (60+) 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 10:00 Roeikai-Shigin v 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:00 Japanese
v (Senior Wellness Program) 10:00 Sr. Wellness 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 12:30 Ballroom Dance ¥ v Language
12:30 Taiko 10:30 Sr. Nutrition v 4:00 Basketball VYC (Children’s)
3:30 Virtual v 6:00 Hula 9:30 Japanese
Sunday Yoga 1:00 Craft Workshop 4:00 Basketball VYC 4:00 Basketball VYC 7:00 Japanese as Dance*
5:30 Volleyball | 4:30 Basketball VYC | 7.00 Taiko v 6:00 Aikido Second Language | 9:30 Basketball VYC
Adult 6:30 Aikido 7:00 Boy Scouts 4:30 Basketball VYC 7:00 Ikebana (Intermediate)
8:00 Basketball 7:00 Del Rey H/O 7:00 Judo 7:30 JACL (1% Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Judo v
Adult (1* Mon,Zoom) 7:00 Kendo ) Sec. Lang. (Before 7:00 Kendo 1:00 Koto*
7:00 Karate Boger pesiane) 2:00 Bunka Shodo
1:00 Iaido

Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Iaido
v v
v 7:30 VYC Mtg (2™ Wed) 7:00 Bonsai (2" Fri) v
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1
v v v v
7:00 Boy Scout 7:00 CBO (3" Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Japanese as
Parents 7:30 VICC Exec Council Sec. Lang. (Before Second Language
Beginner, Beginner) (Intermediate)
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Taido
v v
7:00 Photo Club 7:00 RAP (4" Wed) v
(4th Tues)
7:00 Bonsai
(4" Tues)
Revised 1/30/2025
* class has not yet resumed
2024 REPRESENTATIVES
Arts & Crafts Martial Arts
Craft Workshop........cocoovveiiiiieiiiciieciiieee e Ruby Kita ATKIO ..o Tom Scheir
Photo Club........c.evvieeiiii e June Inai 7= ] o o 1 Harry Mott
Watercolor ..........oocveeeiiiieeeeiee e Ko Yoshida JUAO e Trace Nishiyama
BSA Troop 764 Karate ....cooouveee e Kelvin Uyeda
Scoutmaster........ccoovveveieii i Dan Regan KENAO......oieiiiittce e Kevin Fujikami
Parents’ Club .........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiee e Elton Doi Music
Exercise
D (o To I TR USRI Leslie Masuda KOTO™ e Eiko Idota
ZUMDA......coiiiiiieii e Leonore Miller Shigin (Roeikai)........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieecieeee Kosei Yamamura
Dance Taiko (KOShin).....c.oooviiiiiiiicee e Lori Miyakawa
Ballroom Dance*...........ccooccveeeeeeiiciiiiieeeeee Gayle Hirami
Hula.....cccooeeeees Wen-Chia Parker
Japanese Odori*........cccccceeeieiiiiiiiieeeee, Dianne Fukuwa | Carolyn Komoto
.................................................................................... Seniors

VJCC Sr. Nutrition
- Senior Meal Service (M-F)
.......................................................... Eric Inouye

JACL (Venice/WLA) .John Saito
Japanese Culture
" BONSAI.eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi

Satsuki Palter

Sports
Shodo ... Fusako Ogasawara
SUMI=€ . Jane Shibata

Japanese Language
Gakuen (Youth) Shizuki Yamashita
Adults (as a 2" language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara

Revised 1/30/2025

Pioneer Project
Senior Wellness Program

Basketball (VYC)
Pickleball (Adult)....
Volleyball (Adult)

MESSAGES WILL BE RELAYED TO APPROPRIATE PARTIES

.............................................. Kats Nishimoto

........................ Tina Grammatico

.Gayle Hirami

...Mil Kurashige/|

FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822-8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM

Basketball (Adult).......... Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston
............ Kathy Yamash

ita/Kazie Kame
Ken Rosengrant
Todd Nakamoto
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