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VJCC New Year Resolution – Let’s Go 
Even Greener! by Gail Sharp

Happy New Year, VJCC Community News readers!
   It’s been a while since the VJCC membership 

was updated on the greenness of the newsletter AND 
given a little push to join the environmentally friendly 
trend.  The newsletter went “high-tech” in 2009.  In its 
inaugural year, over 100 members opted-in to receive 
the electronic newsletter by email as an attached 
PDF.  And, by the end of 2019, thanks in large part to 
representatives from clubs and classes encouraging 
their members to brave the change, more than 700 
households (of the 1600-1700 members) participated 
in the original “Go Green” drive.  
 With a redesigned VJCC.com website, the 
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2024 Annual Membership are now due.
Membership application/renewals & dues must be received 
by January 31, 2024 by either of the following methods:
1. Online - You may go to:  www.vjcc.com/membership  

Instructions are provided on the website page.
2. Membership application* and check (payable to VJCC) - 

Form is available in this newsletter or may be printed from 
the website:  www.vjcc.com/membership.  Form and check 
may be mailed or dropped in the VJCC mailbox (outside 
the main gate) or the office mailbox (outside Room 4).

Membership year is January to December.
*Club or Organization Members:  
Please input your club or class name(s) on 
your application where requested in order to 
properly notify your club/class of payment.
Annual Dues:  
Single Member: $30 or Family: $50 (Husband 
& wife and/or children under 18 and full-
time students to age 23)
Senior Exemption:  
Age 80 or older and paid VJCC member for 
past 5 consecutive years.

newsletter went online in January 
2020.  Our timing could not have been 
more fortunate.  When the world was 
shutting down for a pandemic, VJCC.
com was ready to communicate updates 
on closures and cancellations, in addition 
to providing uplifting information about the Senior 
Nutrition program that was creating ingenious ways to 
keep services going.  Volunteers who printed, stapled 
and transported the newsletter to the post office followed 
government requests to shelter in place so online was the 
only way to receive the newsletter for the early months of 
the pandemic.
 Post-pandemic--whether it was forced change or 
the ease of accessing the newsletter online at VJCC.
com—the VJCC prints and mails about 500 newsletters, 
while membership increased to just under 1800! The 
newsletter production staff hopes we can do even better 
for a new reason.
 At the end of 2023, we were informed by the 
U.S. Postal Service that we cannot continue to mail 
newsletters as we have:  full pages with two staples.  
Instead, staples must be eliminated (Continued on page 3)



Board Visions

Shinnen Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu.   
(“A new year has opened, congratulations.”)    
Or as we might more likely say (especially those 
of us who don’t speak fluent Japanese), Happy 
New Year!
 I hope I’ll have the opportunity of extending 
greetings to you at our VJCC’s upcoming 
Shinnen Kai & Keiro Kai on Sunday, January 21.  Shinnen Kai (“new 
year’s gathering”) is a Japanese tradition that welcomes the arrival of 
a new year.  Individuals (be they co-workers or friends) get together 
socially to celebrate, usually over a meal and/or drinks, and likely 
make promises to each other to do their best in the new year.  Keiro 
Kai (“gathering in respect for the aged”) honors, celebrates and shows 
gratitude to seniors.  
 The VJCC’s Shinnen Kai & Keiro Kai is a long-held tradition.  
Representatives of many government and local organizations are 
invited to show our appreciation for their support throughout the 
year.  The event also 
provides attendees 
with the opportunity 
to have a delicious 
obento lunch, be 
entertained by 
talented VJCC 
members, and to 
meet and greet 
friends, family and 
others involved in the 
Center’s activities.  
This year, the Year of 
the Dragon, we are 
honoring 23 Keiro 
individuals (having 
reached the milestone 80 years of age) and 5 Centenarians 
(having reached the crowning milestone 100 years of 
age).  All members are invited to come to recognize and 
congratulate these honorees.  
 The Year of the Dragon brings health, prosperity and 
good fortune.  Wishing you all a Happy Dragon Year!  

Kazie Kame
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Donations: November-December2023
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following

donations of time, material, and money:
Craig Cummings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Craig Cummings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
In Memory of Midori Endo

Gayle Endo & Leslie Lew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Art & Marlene Haraga . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Pauline Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300
In Memory of Yuki Nakashima

Pauline Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Tomi Kasai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
In Memory of Kunihiro Nishiya

Susan Nishiya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Irene Ota  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
In Memory of Sam Kishimoto

Gordon & Joan Tani. . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
In Memory of Lily Ann Inouye

Gordon & Joan Tani. . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Venice Hongwanji BT  . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Venice Ukulele Class  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500

Annual Fund: November-December2023
Ronald Amate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Setsuko Anthony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Sean & Jolyn Brookes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Gary & Donna Burns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Marilyn Burns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Arleen Chikami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Lee Chung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Martin & Robyn Shimizu Cohen . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Misako Fujisaki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Kei & Tomoko Fukuda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000 

(Continued on page 3)



Board Visions (Japanese) (Continued from page 2) VJCC New Year Resolution (Continued from front page)

新年あけましておめでとうございます。 今度の1月21日（日）
に開催されるVJCCの「新年会と敬老会」で皆さんにご挨拶で
きる機会があれば幸いです。新年会は、新しい年の到来を祝
う日本の伝統行事です。同僚であれ友人であれ、個人個人が
集まって社交的に食事やお酒を楽しみながら、新年を祝いま
す。敬老会（「敬老の集い」）は、高齢者を敬い、高齢の人たち
に感謝を表します。また美味しいお弁当を食べたり、才能豊
かなVJCCメンバーによるエンターテイメントを楽しんだり友
人や家族、センターの活動に関わる人たちとの交流の場にも
なっています。辰年である今年は、23名の敬老者（80歳の節
目を迎えられた方）と5名のセンテナリアン（100歳の節目を
迎えられた方）を表彰します。
会員の皆様には、ぜひご来場いただき、これらの方々を祝福
してください。
辰年は健康、繁栄、幸運をもたらします。皆様の辰年のご多幸
をお祈りいたします。

カメカジ―

with pages folded in half and sealed with stickers.  
To accomplish this, the VJCC newsletter needs to 
go on a diet with pages held to a stricter count to 
accommodate the mailed newsletter.
 If you receive the VJCC newsletter by mail 
but have access to the internet, please consider 
enjoying the newsletter in color and with 
enlargeable print online.  When you fill out 
your 2024 VJCC Membership Application, do 
not tick the box requesting a hard 
copy of the newsletter.  If you 
have already submitted your 2024 
application, email office@vjcc.com or 
newsletter@vjcc.com with a request 
to discontinue the hard copy newsletter.  And if 
you are a Lifetime or Senior member who has 
not filled out a Membership application in a few 

years, it is a good idea 
to go online to submit 
one at https://www.vjcc.
com/membership.   It is 
important to keep your 
personal and emergency 
contact information up 
to date.
   Thank you for your 
continued support and 
interest in the VJCC 
Community News!

- Donations Continued -
David Ginoza. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Jimmy & Nancy Ho  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Toshiko Ikeda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
John & Lily Ikegami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
Minah Ishii  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Pauline Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,200
Yoneko Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,000
Tomiko Kasai  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Kazuko Kato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
Richard & Ayako Kojima . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Milnes & Nori Kurashige . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $670
Jack Kurihara & Carol Inge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
Elma Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Carol Lim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Jane Matsuoka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Frank & Phyllis Miyoshi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Kenji Morimoto & Yoshiko Okuno  . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Albert & Pauline Morita  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Nancy Nishi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Richard & Jean Nishimoto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Diane Okazaki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Tatsumi Omote . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Kenji & Lynn Onishi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Jane Pavlina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Ken Rosengrant & Joyce Enomoto  . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Judith Sakahara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Tom Scheir  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Minoru Jim & Beth Shibata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
Wesley & Amy Shimoda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Jeffrey Shimoyama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Judy Shioshita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Yuki Shiraki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Catherine Silman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Mark & Julie Sim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation

Yoneko Sugiyama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Wallace & Gaye Sunada . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation
Linda Takahashi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Wallace & Keiko Takamiyashiro . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,000
Jeanne Tamaki  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Marguerite Tanaka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Itsuye Teshiba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Nancy Toppel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Timothy Van Loon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Kenneth & Betty Wong  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Michiko Yamamoto & John Okita  . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Carol Yokoyama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Steven & Silvia Yoshimizu Yee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300
Ted & Diane Yoshikawa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Building Fund: November-December2023
Mark & Julie Akita (100 Year Fund)  . . . . . . . . . $1,000

Shinnen Kai: November-December2023
Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Robert & Lucy Ito . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Pauline Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Yoneko Itow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Tetsuro Kawashiri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Yoshiko Uyeno  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Legacy Tree: November-December2023
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and 

pledges towards the Legacy Tree:
Fukui Mortuary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Mitsuko Fuchigami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Diane Imori . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Marian Kubota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
Stanley & Lisa Yumori Oldoerp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Randy & Amanda Sasaki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Koashi & Nan Yoshida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,150



Local Advertisers 

02/2020 

 

Melvin M. Shimizu 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
Income Tax Services, 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
 

Now at our New Location: 
 

5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103 

Culver City, California 90230 

 

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.) 
 

Serving our community since 1978 

 

(310) 306-7500 

(310) 306-7520 fax 

Email:  melshimizu@hotmail.com 

 
Office open year round 

Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by 

Appointment 

rpyang@aol.com 

2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 

310.391.8123 

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI 

2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., SUITE B 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 

OFFICE: 310-914-9147  CELL: 310-988-5874 
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Brian Nakagiri—Realtor®  BRE#01817767 

Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!    

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and  

Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles. 

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your 

Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a  

Property. 

C������n� H��es�� �n� In�e��i�� �i�� Re�� Re��lt!! 

Contact Me Today for Any of Your  

Real Estate Needs! 

 Brian Nakagiri                         PCRE 

 Phone.310.902.4475      Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com 

 

QUOCK LAW FIRM 
A�orneys at Law 

Kevin J. Quock, Esq. 

Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills 

Business & Real Estate Law 

General Li�ga�on 

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE 

   A general law prac�ce with an emphasis in the areas of trusts, 

wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general 

li�ga�on and personal injury. Providing effec�ve, reliable and 

quality service to  individuals and businesses for over 35 years. 

   Now may be a good �me to review your living trust. Recent 

changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a 

good reason to review your estate planning documenta�on, in-

cluding your living trust and healthcare direc�ves. Schedule an 

appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-

nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-

mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you. 

6080 Center Drive Suite 600 

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Tel: (310) 348-8162 

Fax: (424) 309-5639 

E-mail: kjq@quocklaw.com 
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The Twenty-Third Annual VJCC Scholarship Award (2024) 

Eligibility:  Applicants must be high school seniors graduating by June 2024 and must 

be planning to attend an accredited college or university in the academic year 2024-25. 

Applicants must also be a member of the VJCC or a dependent of a member of the 

VJCC. 

Criteria:  Criteria for awards include academic excellence, community service, and 

extracurricular activities. 

Application:  Applications will be available on or before December 18, 2023 at the 

VJCC office, from your VJCC affiliated club, and the VJCC website (vjcc.com). 

Application Deadline:  Applications and supporting documents must be emailed to 

scholarship@vjcc.com no later than March 15, 2024.  Please read the application for 

submittal instructions. 

Award Date:  Applications will be evaluated by the VJCC Scholarship committee and 

recipients notified no later than May 19, 2024. 
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• Auto        • Business 

• Home        • Workers Comp 

• Life        • Disability George Mori 
George Mori Insurance 

Agency 
0E53619 

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley 

(310) 641-6674 



VENICE KARATE CLUB 
January 2024 

 

Happy New Year, or 明けましておめでとうございます(Akemashite Omedetō-gozaimasu)!  

We hope everyone had a pleasant and safe holiday season with friends, family, and 

loved ones. 2024 is the Year of the Dragon, known for good fortune and greatness, so 

we hope your year is full of good fortune and your achievements soar as high as a 

dragon! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Venice Karate Club Holiday Party 

 

On December 2nd, we hosted the annual Karate Club holiday party. Achievement 

awards and Kyu/Dan promotion certificates were given, as well as a new JKA Black Belt 

to our club’s newest Sho Dan, Luke Shimahara. Our club is very proud of all the 

achievements and promotions the students made in the last year, and hope the 

recognition motivates them and others for the 2024 year. Party Emcee Mr. Jeffrey 

Shimoyama and Sensei Kelvin Uyeda shared stories of each student and some guests, 

bringing smiles to wrap up the year of training. With the food and raffle, all that attended 

had a great time.  

Every person that came had a different aspect they look forward to. Some look forward 

to the pizza, chicken katsu, and Hawaiian food. Others look forward to winning the raffle 

prizes, and the excitement and anticipation of the grand prize ticket being drawn. For 

myself, I always look forward to the old and new faces that come to the party. It takes a 

few seconds to recognize everyone as we usually only see them in their gi, but seeing 

the Venice Karate Club family come together, even if just once a year, makes all of us 

happy to be a part of this Dojo and community. 

Hopefully we can have the club’s holiday party for many more years to come! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

明けましておめでとうございます。今年は辰年です。辰年は最も幸運で最も繁栄し、前

例のない機会に満ちていると言われています。また、創造性と情熱を解き放ち、勇気と

自信を持って夢を追い求める年でもあります．辰が空高く上がっていくように夢に向か

って進んでいきましょう。 

12 月 2 日は、空手クラブのクリスマスパーティーが開催されました。昇級昇段した生

徒に先生から賞状が授与されました。初段になったシマハラルークさんを始め、皆さん

よく頑張りました。パーティーではピザやチキンカツ、ハワイ料理など、ご馳走を食べ

たり、抽選で色んな景品が当たるのを楽しんだり、年に一度、古くからの空手クラブの

会員や新しく入会した人達が勢ぞろいする楽しいイベントで、毎年この日が来るのをと

ても楽しみにしています。 

空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日午後 4時から 5時と、6時から 9時 15 分に空手

の練習をしています。今年こそは身体を鍛えないといけないなとお考えの方は、是非一

度見学にいらしてください。詳細は VJCC のオフィスにお問い合わせお願いします。 
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JOSEPH E. DEERING 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

ESTATE PLANNING 

PROBATE AND ELDER LAW 

 

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones 

and give your property to 

whom you want at the least possible cost” 

 

First Consultation Free 

 

Call Patty Ota-Kuramoto, Legal Assistant 

for an appointment 

 

2221 23rd Street 

Santa Monica, California 90405 

Tel:   (310) 907-5714 

Fax:   (310) 526-8920 

www.joedeering.com 

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Educa�on and Caregiver’s Suppport 

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles, 

Torrance South Bay and Orange County.  

Services Offered 

• Free in-home and fall r isk assessment 

• Assistance with walking, transferring,         

bathing, toile&ng, dressing & grooming 

• Medica&on reminders 

• Meal prepara&on 

• Light housekeeping 

• Escort to appointments & shopping 

• Companionship 

• Home exercise, and more 

Carelife Difference 

• One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of 

Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Cer&fied Specialist (NCS) 

• Offers Moving with Caregiverssm, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife 

• Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more 

• Over 30 years combined staff experience 

 

Japanese Caregivers Available 

Please contact us today… 

Tel: 310-373-6030 

Email: info@carelifeinc.com 

www.carelifeinc.com 



VENICE SHODO KAI 
January 2024 

 

 秋の気配が濃くなってきた 11月 5日、文化書道ベニス書道会ではベニス日系人会のMPRで「秋の

書道展」を開催しました。 ベニス書道会は 1974年に大内田龍石先生により設立され、伊藤牧石先生

、小笠原華石先生に引き継いで指導を受けてきました。 

 今回の書道展では、文化書道米国連合会及び華々書道会の協賛を得ることができ、100点以上に及

ぶ毛筆作品とペン習字作品が集まり、本部の先生方の作品を中心に、初心者から有段者、学童からシ

ニアまですべての会員の作品を展示しました。吟道加州朗詠会の協賛もいただき、「富士山」を吟じ

ると同時にその漢詩を草書体で書くという書道吟を披露することもできました。 

 会場にはたくさんの来訪者があり、予め準備をした歓談エリアでは茶菓でおもてなしをし、来場さ

れたお客様にはゆっくりと感想などお聞きすることができ、書道会の内外の交流の場ともなりました

。ベニス書道会は来年で 50周年となります。今回の経験と皆様のご意見を参考に是非来年の「50周

年記念書道展」を成功させたいと思います。 

 書道展の開催にあたりご協力をいただいた、文化書道米国連合会、華々書道会、吟道加州朗詠会の

及びベニス日系人会の皆様に心よりお礼を申し上げます。 

草野宏子記 

 

Venice Shodo Kai held a Fall Exhibition 

at VJCC MPR on November 5th (Sun). 

Venice Shodo Kai was established by 

Ryuseki Ouchida sensei in 1974, and 

was taken over by Bokuseki Ito sensei 

and Kaseki Ogasawara sensei.  

 The Shodo exhibition was collaborated 

by Bunka Shodo Beikoku Rengo Kai, 

Hanahana Shodo Kai and Gindo 

Kashu Rouei Kai. More than 100 

pieces of calligraphies written by 

our Shodo members were 

displayed. During the exhibition, 

Shodo-Gin “Fujisan” was 

performed by Kokuju Iwakura, 

Kousei Yamamura and Wasei 

Baumgardner along with Kaseki 

Ogasawara’s Sho. Shodo-Gin is 

a performance where Shigin is 

sung and Sho is brushed 

simultaneously.  

 We welcomed many visitors. 

They enjoyed not only 

calligraphies but also pleasant conversations with members at the cafe area. Their opinions are very 

worthwhile for our “the 50th anniversary Shodo exhibition” next year. We appreciate all clubs, all 

visitors, VJCC and Shodo members who collaborated. 

Written by Hiroko Kusano 
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Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D. 

 

Kevin Lai 

Hair Stylist for Men & Women of All Ages 

Please call 626-272-8994 
for an appointment 

20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR 1st Time Customers 

Vanities Beauty Salon 
12615 Venice Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Personalized service through English Personalized service through English Personalized service through English Personalized service through English 
and Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregivers    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ZUMBA CLASSES 
January 2023 

 

The Zumba Classes have been meeting on Tuesdays at 9 AM at the Gym, and on Wednesdays at 7 PM at the 
MPR. We would like to build up our student number, so I would like to encourage you to come and try it out. 
Invite your friends. Zumba is a great dance fitness exercise class working your body and mind. We dance and 
move to uplifting music and is a great way to boost your energy and your mood.  

In October, November, and December we had classes and music that fit the season. The students and I 
especially enjoyed December’s playlist because we love Christmas themed songs. We had two weeks off for the 
Holiday break. 

Leonore Miller is a certified Zumba and Zumba Gold instructor with 5 years teaching experience. I look forward 
to having you in my class and introducing you to the joys of Zumba fitness.   

LIVE CLASSES AT THE VJCC 
●TUES. LIVE - Zumba® @9:00 AM -  -  at the Gym 
●WEDS. LIVE - Zumba® @7:00 PM -  - at the MPR 

Membership at the VJCC is required ($30 annually until end of the year) 
Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 classes. 

Liability waiver must be filled out for every year. 

Leonore 
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2024 
Miss Western Los Angeles Queen Contest 

 
Qualifications 

 
• Must be between 20 & 26 years of age on  
      August 10, 2024, by Nisei Week Coronation Ball 

• Must be single (not divorced or separated) 

• Candidate must be 50 percent Japanese ancestry 

• Application deadline – March 15, 2024 

 

 
 

Aiko Marie Matsumura Dzikowski 
2023 Miss Western Los Angeles 

 
Applications and/or information: 

 
 Delcene Kuwata       kuwatadelcene@gmail.com 
 Irene Osako                   ireneyosako@yahoo.com 
 Kazie Kame       kamemom@aol.com 

 
Sponsored by: Venice Japanese Community Center & West LA JACL 



  

VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 

Baseball Caps! 
 

NAME: _______________________ 

PHONE: ______________________ 

EMAIL: ______________________ 

Total: 

___ caps  @ $20 each = $____ 

___ books@ $40 each = $____ 

     Total purchase = $____ 

Please make checks payable to 

“VJCC” 

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC 

12448 Braddock Dr. 

L.A., CA 90066 

You will receive an email or phone call 

when your order is ready to pick up. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) 

Get a tax deduction AND VJCCTM 

receives 50% of sales proceeds. 

  
Contact Sharon at  

Treasurer@VJCC.com 

for details and additional information. 



 

 

VJCCTM Golf Tournament 
Platinum Sponsors 

09/2022 





 



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2024 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

▼ 

12:30 Taiko 

  3:30 Virtual 

    Sunday Yoga 

  5:30 Volleyball 

     Adult 

  8:00 Basketball  

    Adult 

   9:00  Pickleball 

10:00  Tai Chi (60+) 
(Senior Wellness Program) 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  1:00 Craft Workshop 

  4:30 Basketball VYC 

  6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

  6:30 Aikido 

  7:00 Del Rey H/O  

         (1st Mon,Zoom) 

  7:00 Karate 

09:00 Adult Zumba 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 

▼ 

 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Taiko 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 

  7:00 Judo 

    

  9:00 Pickleball 

10:00 Seigin-Kai 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 
        

 

▼ 

  4:30 Basketball VYC 

  7:30 JACL (1st Wed) 

  7:00 Kendo 

  7:00 Adult Zumba 

  

 

   

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

12:30 Ballroom Dance *                   

 

         

4:00 Basketball VYC       

6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

6:00 Aikido 

6:30 Hula 

7:00 Ikebana 
5:30 Japanese as  

        Sec. Lang. (Before       

Beginner, Beginner) 

7:00 Karate 

  9:30 Sumi-e 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate) 

7:00 Judo  

7:30 Kendo  

 7:15 Aikido 

 9:00 Japanese 

         Language 

         (Children’s) 

 9:30 Japanese  

          Dance* 

 9:30 Basketball VYC 

           

▼ 

 1:00 Koto* 

 2:00 Bunka Shodo 

 2:00 Iaido 
  

Same as  

Week  1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

 

▼ 

Same as Week 1 

 

    

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:30 VYC Mtg (2nd Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

   

 

   

 

  

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Bonsai (2nd Fri) 

    

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 

Same as 

 Week 1 

Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:00 Boy Scout 

         Parents           

 7:00 Photo Club  

         (3rd Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 CBO (3rd Wed) 

7:30 VJCC Exec Council 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 5:30 Japanese as  
        Sec. Lang. (Before 

Beginner, Beginner) 

  

 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate)  

              

Same as Week 1 

Same as  

Week 1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 Bonsai  

      (4th Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 RAP (4th Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 
 

Revised 10/27/2023 

* class has not yet resumed 

2024 REPRESENTATIVES 
 

                                                                                                           
Arts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & Crafts Martial AMartial AMartial AMartial Artsrtsrtsrts    
 Craft Workshop ................................................ Ruby Kita  Aikido ....................................................................... Tom Scheir 
 Photo Club ........................................................ June Inai  Iaido .......................................................................... Harry Mott 
 Watercolor .................................................... Ko Yoshida  Judo ................................................................ Trace Nishiyama 
Boy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy Scouts                                                                                                     Karate ..................................................................... Ron Sugano    
 Scoutmaster .................................................... Eric Gadal  Kendo .......................................................................... Kenji Arai 
 Parents’ Club ........................................... Ted Nishimura MusiMusiMusiMusicccc 
ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise 
                Yoga..........................................................Leslie Masuda            Koto ............................................................................ Eiko Idota 
  Zumba.......................................................Leonore Miller    Shigin (Seigin-Kai) .......................................... Kosei Yamamura 
DanceDanceDanceDance     Taiko (Koshin) ..................................................... Lori Miyakawa 
 Ballroom Dance .......................................... Gayle Hirami  
 Hula ..................................................... Wen-Chia Parker Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist (Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima) ......................................................  
 Japanese Odori ...................................... Dianne Fukuwa RAPRAPRAPRAP    ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................    Carolyn Komoto   

    ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................        SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors 
JACLJACLJACLJACL    (Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)………………………………………………………..John Saito  Nutrition.......................................................... . Tina Grammatico 
Japanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese Culture        Pioneer Project..........................................................Eric Inouye    
 Bonsai ................................ Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi  Senior Wellness Program……………….……………………………….Gayle Hirami 
 Ikebana ...................................................... Satsuki Palter …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 Calligraphy (Japanese Brush Writing)                                               SportsSportsSportsSports 
    Shodo ............................................... Fusako Ogasawara  Basketball (Adult) ………Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston 
 Sumi-e ........................................................ Jane Shibata  Basketball (VYC)……………………………..Kathy Yamashita/Kazie Kame 
Japanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese Language                                                                                       Pickleball (Adult) ........................ Mil Kurashige/Ken Rosengrant    
 Gakuen (Youth) ………………………………………………….. Jolyn Brookes  Volleyball (Adult) ............................................ Stephen Fujimoto 
 Adults (as a 2nd language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara  
   

 Revised  10/27/2023          FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822----8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM             
                                                                                                                                                                                                            MESSAGESMESSAGESMESSAGESMESSAGES    WILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYEDWILL BE RELAYED    TO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIESTO APPROPRIATE PARTIES 
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