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From Venice to the Coronation Stage:
My 2024 Miss Western LA & Nisei Week Journey

by Morgan Gee
efore I wore a crown or sash, I was just a kid running around the
VJCC, playing basketball and winning one too many goldfish This past year was filled with
at the Summer Natsu Matsuri Festival (sorry, Dad!). Representing unforgettable experiences, from traveling

the VJCC and Venice-WLA JACL as the 2024 Miss Western LA and to Japan, Honolulu and San Francisco, to
Nisei Week Queen has been the honor of a . participating in over 200 events across
lifetime. But, this program isn't just about Southern California, including Japanese
crowns or titles, it's about something deeper. Heritage Nights, community celebrations
It’s about leadership. It's about being a and volunteer opportunities. These
cultural ambassador. It’s about celebrating experiences weren't just fun; they helped
our heritage and continuing the legacies me better understand my culture and
entrusted to us. Most of all, it’s about heritage, while also allowing me to carry
shaping the next generation of women Venice with me through every event.
leaders who will continue building and I'm grateful to the VJCC and Venice-
strengthening our community for future West LA JACL,
generations. not just for

2025 VJCC Golf Tournament

me, but for
by Kevin Kunisaki

shaping me

into the person
The 2025 VJCC Golf Tournament, held at the Candlewood Country I am. Okage
Club on September 22, was a great success with ALL of the sama de,
proceeds going directly to the VJCC Building fund for the benefit am who I
of all members. Thank you to all the golfers who helped make the am because
tournament a success. of you. Growing up here taught me that
T - true leadership often comes from those
who quietly preserve traditions and build
bridges across generations. My roots

This year’s winning teams
were:

“A” Flight grounded me, inspired me, and reminded

Michael Kato me why I joined the program: to ensure

Walt Futa that the community I love and grew up in

Eric Saiki continues to thrive for generations.

Ed Kono For those who may not know, it's been
more than 10 years since a Miss Western

“B” Flight LA was raised right here within our

James Tsuchimori
Robert Konno
Ron Acosta

Ed Dominguez

VJCC, and I sincerely hope my journey
inspires other young women in the Venice
community to consider this incredible
program because  (Continued on page 3)




Board Visions

For more than 100 years, the Venice Japanese
Community Center has been cared for and run by
volunteers. Every club, every event, every fundraiser
and even the way our center looks and feels today
exists because of the time, care and hard work that
generations of members have given. Volunteering
is what keeps the spirit of the VJCC alive and
helps it continue to be a place where families gather, lifelong friendships
are formed and new generations grow up surrounded by tradition and
community. Because here at the VJCC, volunteering isn't only about giving
time, it's about coming together. Whether were cooking side by side at the
festival, handing out playing cards during bingo night, or scrubbing down
classrooms on clean-up days, these moments of service become moments
of connection. Theyre the bonds that make our community so strong.

Whether you have only a few minutes to spare here and there or are
ready to take on a big commitment, every bit of time you share with the
center makes a difference. If you're not sure where to start or are interested
in bringing your expertise to a large-scale project, there’s a new volunteer
form available in the VJCC office. Please stop by the next time you're at the
center and let us know how youd like to help!

Thank you for being part of this incredible community. Together, we'll
keep the VJCC thriving for the next 100 years and beyond.

Jolyn Brookes

2025 VJCC Golf Photos

Annual Membership Meeting
Wednesday, December 10

Shinnen Kai & Keiro Kai
Sunday, January 18, 2026

Please check VJCC.com for the
latest updates.

VJCC

Vision Statement

‘A center to preserve the heritage and perpetuate
the Japanese-American cultural experience.”

VJCCry is a registered trademark-servicemark of the Venice Japanese Community Center.
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Donations: September 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following
donations of time, material, and money:

Crescent Bay Sports League, Inc. ............. $650
Craig Cummings. ............. Monetary Donation
Elaine Himeno ............... Monetary Donation
In Memory of Fusae Nishina

Merle & Gail Sharp ...................... $1,500
Hitomi Yoshitake ............. Monetary Donation

Annual Fund - September 2025

Ronald Amate.................ooooiii.. $2,000
Elton & Nancy Doi .. ....ovvvvvvvinennenn... $250
Nancy A. Murakami. ....................... $100
Carl Maruya .........cooviiiiiiinninn... $100
JanePavlina................... ..., $100
Jeffrey Shimoyama......................... $500
Terrie & Judy Shioshita ..................... $100
Bill & June Takeshita ....................... $100
Donald & Maya Woods . . ...... Monetary Donation
Gail Yamanaka ... $100

Building Fund - September 2025
Miyako Kadogawa ............ Monetary Donation

Legacy Tree Donations: September 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and
pledges towards the Legacy Tree.

Walt, Sharon (Kato) & Janelle Futa .......... $5,000
In Memory of Hiroshi & Masaye (Betty) Kato

Sharon Futa & Michael Kato .............. $5,000
Michael, Susan & Ryan Kato................ $5,000
Insoo Scott & Yoon Joy Park................ $1,000
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From Venice to Coronation Stage (Continued from front page) Photos provided by Morgan Gee

the friendships, cultural experiences and
personal growth it offers are truly unmatched.
And, there’s nothing quite like the honor of
representing the community you grew up in.

I would like to extend a special thank you
to Kazie Kame, Delcene Kuwata, Irene
Osako, John Saito and Shannon Tsumaki for
your guidance and encouragement. And to all
the volunteers, board members and community
members, thank you for giving me the gift of my
cultural identity and pride in our community.
Though I have passed on the crown, I'll carry
this experience with me forever. Thank you all
for giving me this incredible opportunity.
If you are interested in participating or
learning more about the Miss Western LA
program or Nisei Week, please reach out to me
at morgan.m.gee@gmail.com

2025 VJCC Golf Tournament (Continued from front page) Photos provided by Tom Nakagiri

Special thank you to this year’s Sponsors:
PLATINUM SPONSORS

Robert Kimura, DMD

Kinecta Federal Credit Union

GOLD SPONSORS
Quock Law Firm - Kevin J. Quock, Esq.
Venice Free Methodist Church
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
VJCC Pickleball Club

SILVER SPONSOR
Keiro

GOLF HAT SPONSOR
Ken Nobuyuki’s Duffers Club

TEE SPONSORS

AKki Restaurant, Inc.

Alta Properties - Melissa Okabe
Kats Chinen

Sheila Fujimoto, Guy Nakakura, Teri & James Takemoto
Fukui Mortuary

Allan & Lynelle Goya, Eric Harakuni, Ed Taguchi

The Key / Millennia

Murashige & Onishi Engineering Co., Inc.

Alan Ouchi ' g
Yukari Roberts (Continued on page 4) .‘ﬁ =




2025 VJCC Golf Tournament (Continued from page 3) Photos provided by Tom Nakagiri
TEE SPONSORS (cont.)

Wes & Amy Shimoda

Venice Pioneer Project

Venice Shodo Kai

VJCC Adult Japanese Language Class
VJCC Tai Chi Group

Kay & Rich Yang

RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS

Candlewood Country Club

Golf Tek - Steve Gordon, Adrian Kim
The Hongo Family

Dene Matsuzawa - Roger Dunn

The Nakagiri Family

Bob Onishi

Yukari Roberts

Wes & Amy Shimoda

Venice Shodo Kai - Fusako Ogasawara
VJCC Adult Japanese Language Class -
Fusako Ogasawara

Mickey Yokoi

This year’s volunteers at the tournament were
Jennifer Emmsley, Carol Komesu, Jodi
Komesu, Lola Hongo, Catherine Matsuda,
Tommy Nakagiri, Natalie Nishimura,

Nancy Oishi, Bob Onishi, Amy Shimoda, 2026 Memb ership Dues

Wes Shimoda, Donna Shinozaki, Teri

Takemoto, Barbara Wakasa, Chrissy 2026 Annual Membership will soon be due.

Wakasa and Celeste Yamashita. Membership application/renewals & dues must be received by
January 31, 2026 by either of the following methods:

The 2026 VJCC Golf tournament will return 1. Online - You may go to: www.vjcc.com/membership

to Candlewood Country Club on Monday,
September 28, 2026. €»

Wb

Instructions are provided on the website page.

2. Membership application* and check (payable to VJCC) - Form
is available in this newsletter or may be printed from the
website: www.vjcc.com/membership. Form and check may be
mailed or dropped in the VJCC mailbox (outside the main gate)
or the office mailbox (outside Room 4).

Membership year is January to December.

*Club or Organization Members: Please input your club or class
name(s) on your application where requested in order to properly
notify your club/class of payment.

Annual Dues: Single Member: $30 or Family: $50 (Husband &
wife and/or children under 18 and full-time students to age 23)

Senior Exemption: Age 80 or older and paid VJCC member for
past 5 consecutive years.




Board Vision by Jolyn Brookes — October 2025
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2026
Miss Western Los Angeles Queen Contest

Qualifications

Must be between 20 &I 26 years of age on
August 15, 2026, by Nisei Week Coronation Ball

Must be single (not divorced or separated)

Candidate must be 50 percent Japanese ancestry
Application deadline — March 15, 2026

Samantha Kimiyo Cirelli
2025 Miss Western Los Angeles

Applications and/or information:

Delcene Kuwata kuwatadelcene@gmail.com
Irene Osako ireneyosako@yahoo.com
Morgan Gee morgan.m.gee@gmail.com

Sponsored by: Venice Japanese Community Center & West LA JACL



Thank You to Our
VJCC Golf Tournament Sponsors

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Dr. Robert Kimura, DMD
Kinecta Federal Credit Union

GOLD SPONSORS

Quock Law Firm - Kevin J. Quock, Esaq.
Venice Free Methodist Church
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
VJCC Pickleball Club

SILVER SPONSOR

Keiro

GOLF HAT SPONSOR
Ken Nobuyuki's Dufters Club

TEE SPONSORS
AKi Restaurant, Inc. Murashige & Onishi Engineering Co., Inc.
Alta Properties - Melissa Okabe Alan Ouchi
Kats Chinen Yukari Roberts
Sheila Fujimoto, Guy Nakakura, Wes & Amy Shimoda
Teri & James Takemoto Venice Pioneer Project
Fukui Mortuary, Inc. Venice Shodo Kai
Allan & Lynelle Goya, Eric Harakuni, VJCC Adult Japanese Language Class
Ed Taguchi VJCC Tai Chi Group

TheKey / Millennia Kay & Rich Yang



Zumba® Club at the VJCC
October 2025

Zumba Club had a break in September.
Class resumed on Sept. 30, 2025.

In Mid-October, there is going to be a birthday party for
Leonore on October 14 class. We will have snacks after
class. In Late October 28, just before Halloween, we will
have our Halloween class events and it will have a small
Polynesian theme. Come join us!

The class is great for beginners and for adults that can
move and enjoy music, in a social atmosphere.

Zumba® meets @9:00 AM — at the Gym. Taught by

Leonore Miller at the VJCC (Venice Japanese Community J‘;::‘,',‘.‘{s%ﬁo“xﬁ;’ﬂﬁ.fef’;:“

Center)

Membership at the VJCC is required ($30 annually until
end of the year)

Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 classes
Liability waiver must be filled out.

Zumba at the VJCC is taught by Leonore Miller, Certified Zumba, Zumba Gold, Zumba Toning,
Zumba Aqua, Zumba Step and AFAA certified.
Questions? Contact Leonore at Skyflakez@hotmail.com or Text: 310-210-2154

Leonore

VJCC Pickleball Club
October 2025

On October 1, Milnes and Kazi donned their
brightest Dodger blue to celebrate LA.'s
2025 National League West Champs.

There will be more celebrating later this month
right here at VJCC when we are joined by our
charter members for a special 7™ Anniversary

+ and Year-end luncheon.

At our first session on October 22, 2018, we
were nine enthusiastic Pickleball players. The
VJCC Pickleball Club is now 50 players strong!



mailto:Skyflakez@hotmail.com
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MIKE S. KISHI 1975-2015
dA0th Anniversary
KISHI AUTO SERVICE
GV INFINITI. LE(%.I.S ACGI.IDRA
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11608 VENICE BLVD.

310-397-0059 LOS ANGELES, CA 90066
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Donna Sugimoto
REALTOR®

Chairman’s Circle Gold surissne

CALIFORNIA
PROPERTIES

600 Deep Valley Drive
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

E Z;: % Cell/Text 310 9621486
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Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery/Sports Medicine
Team Physician, L.A. Clippers
AT S TR A I e SRS

8540 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Ste. 1111
Los Angeles, CA 80045

tel. (424) 331-5112

Personalized service through English
! __and Japanese speaking caregivers
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Live a life of ease and comfort...

Best Care Connections is non-medical, in-home
care services for elders and seniors. Enriching

people’s lives by caring for their every need.

Toll Free: 1 888610 1160
Fax: 1 310 807 4355
E-mail: info@bcc-la.com
Web:  www.bcc-la.com
HCO: #194700410

10866 Washington Blvd., Suite 510, Culver City, CA 90232

Kevin Lai
Hair Stylist for Men &
Women of All Ages

Haircuts @ Color @ Perms

Call
626-272-8994

20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR
1°* TIME CUSTOMERS

Vanities Beauty Salon
12615 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
(near Venice & Centinela)

02/2025




The Twenty-Fifth Annual VJCC Scholarship Award (2026)

The VJCC Scholarship Committee is proud to announce the 25" anniversary of the very
successful VJCC Scholarship program. With the support of the VJCC community, we have
recognized and supported the further education of 178 high school seniors. We strongly
believe that the future and leadership of the VJCC programs will be in their hands, and we
are grateful for your kind donations to the VJCC Scholarship Fund.

Eligibility: Applicants must be high school seniors graduating by June 2026 and must be
planning to attend an accredited college or university in the academic year 2026-27.
Applicants must also be a member of the VICC or a dependent of a member of the VICC

Criteria: Criteria for awards include academic excellence, community service, and
extracurricular activities.

Application: Applications will be available on or before November 15, 2025 on the VICC
website (vjcc.com).

Application Deadline: Applications and the required supporting documents must be
emailed to scholarship@vjcc.com no later than March 13, 2026. Please read the

application for submittal instructions.

Award Date: Applications will be evaluated by the VICC Scholarship committee and
recipients notified no later than May 15, 2026.
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Brian Nakagiri—Realtor® Bre#01817767
Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and
Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles.

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your
Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a

Property.
Combining Honesty and Integrity with Real Results!

Contact Me Today for Any of Your
Real Estate Needs!

PCRE

Brian Nakagiri

Phone.310.902.4475 Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com
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formerly Homa Care Assistance

(y PYillennia
%  Dersanal Bare Services

Looking for a comprehensive care solution
for long-term aging at home? We offer more
than great caregivers. We'll be your expert
guide along your care journey.

Call today to set up a free phone consultation.

QUOCK LAW FIRM

Attorneys at Law
Kevin J. Quock, Esq.
Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills

Business & Real Estate Law
General Litigation

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE

A general law practice with an emphasis in the areas of trusts,
wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general
litigation and personal injury. Providing effective, reliable and
quality service to individuals and businesses for over 35 years.

Now may be a good time to review your living trust. Recent
changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a
good reason to review your estate planning documentation, in-
cluding your living trust and healthcare directives. Schedule an
appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-
nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-
mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you.

6080 Center Drive Suite 600
Los Angeles, CA 90045
Tel: (310) 348-8162
Fax: (424) 309-5639
E-mail: kig@ quocklaw.com




Sewioy Welllress Program

OCTOBER 2025

SUN TUE WED THU FRI

1 2 3 4
10am-11am
Young at Heart
Exercise Class
(MPR)
5 6 7 / 8 9 10 11
10am-11am
10-11“,“ 10an.1-12pm Young at Heart
Tai Chi C.hlnese Exercise Class
(MPR) Mahjong (MPR) (MPR)
12 13 10am-12pm 14 15 16 17 18
10-11am Chinese Mahjong
Tai Chi MER)
(MPR) 10:15am Death Deck
Activity (CL)
19 | 10-11amTai 2° 21 22 23 24 25
Chi (MPR) 10am-12pm s
Chinese Young at Heart
1pm UCLA ¢ Exercise Class
Dream LA (VHBT) | Mahjong (MPR) (MPR)
26 27 | 10am-12pm 28 29 30 gy || Kosaiic
10-11am Chinese Mahjong 10am-11am MPR= Multipurpose Room
Tai Chi (MPR) Young at Heart CL- Classroom
10:30am Halloween Exercise Class VHBT = Venice Hongwanji
(MPR) Bingo (CL) (MPR) Buddhist Temple
Death Card Activity Halloween Bingo

Caregiver () Conference

SOUTH BAY

Saturday, October 25, 2025 | 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute
1964 W 162nd St, Gardena, CA 90247

A

For Keiro's second Caregiver Conference in 2025,

we will be heading to the South Bay! Centered

on Building a Strong Care Foundation through |
ance care planning, this event will offer valuable
ractical strategies, and expert guidance to

er caregivers to secure not only their loved ‘
ones’ futures but also their own.

Registration

Registration opens: Monday, August 1

Registration closes: Friday, Octo

For more information, visit keiro.org/CC25.

Keiro. =:

Tuesday, October 14, 2025 10:15am
This is a simple card game with both open
ended and multiple choice prompts that
engage the older adults in various topics
surrounding end of life. Light lunch included.

Tuesday, October 28,
2025 10:30am
Please RSVP to the
VJCC's office e

Please RSVP to the VJCC office e 310.822.8885

All classes and activities are FREE to all VICC members 60
years and older. Our number one priority is the safety of our

participants. All classes and activities may still follow strict

CDC protocols. e.g., face covering. Participants must be fully

vaccinated and had taken first booster shot. Scheduled

events

can change without notice. Any questions or to RSVP please

contact Gayle Hirami e gayle_hiramieyahoo.com. or call the

VJCC office at 310.822.8885.

310.822.8885

NOA

MARY S. e N
@ EASTON CENTER @’j
e — .

The UCLA Easton Center & Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple

y Care ion & Opportunity|

Please join us on Monday, October 20" at 1PM for an informational seminar on How to Live
aBrain-Healthy Lifestyle presented by Monica Moore of the Mary S. Easton Center for
Alzheimer’s Research and Care at UCLA. She will also discuss an opportunity to
participate in a research study about brain health and memory loss- DREAM-LA.

o\

UCLA’'s DREAM-LA (Dementia Research Education and
Advancement in Los Angeles) community advisory board

the Asian Native iian, Pacific Islander
(AANHPI) community, working to provide educational information

odom on 's and other la-related research and
advancements. The research is aimed at specific to
of the AANHPI

The research activity will take place on Monday, October 27* between
10AM and 3PM. Participants will take part in a confidential, non-
invasive process- no individual results will be disclosed. Qualified
participants (adults ages 45 and older) who complete the study will
receive compensation for completing the process. Note that you do not
have to have cognitive impairment to participate.

Both events will take place at the Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, 12371 Braddock
Drive, Culver City. Light refreshments will be served. To RSVP for the informational session
on October 20", please email yhbtlive@gmail.com or call the Temple at 310-391-4351 or
the VICC Office at 310-822-8885.

You may sign up for the research study (space is limited) at
http: 0m/go/10COC4AASAA2AATFFC25-58430779-ucla or call 310-
391-4351.
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£ Rawadian Cofe & Cateving

RUTTSCAFE.COM
RuttsQuote@outlook.com

Siwce 1976

11707 Washington Place, Los Angeles, CA 90066
Rutts Cafe: 310-398-6326
Rutts Catering: 424-228-2846
Rutts Info: 424-258-7183

WE CATER TO MOST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

¢ Auto ¢ Business
e Home * Workers Comp
s Life ¢ Disability George Mori
George Mori Insurance
Agency
0E53619

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley

AARCOFE L& 1z (310) 641-6674

Grace Yamamura

SINCE 1979

ROOF MASTER ROOFING CO.

1527 E. ADAMS BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90011

FREE ESTIMATE
TEL : (310) 313-4010

CHUCK S HAN

Branch Manager

usbank.com

424-428-6089 branch
800-872-2657 24-hour banking
chuck.han@usbank.com

West Los Angeles Branch
4032 South Centinela Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90066

(Bbank

VIJCC.,

Community News
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KEN M. HARADA, D.D.S., INC.

General Dentistry

10874 Washington Bivd.
Culver City, CA 90232

Office Hours

By Appointment (310) 837-5121

enclakutagawa

A Name You Know ond Trust

Grandson of the late Hidemi & Torako Akutagawa
(West LA Residents since 1953)

Services and Special Offer

Call or email me for a complimentary no obligation value of
your property —NO HOME VISITATION NECESSARY!

Please mention this ad to receive $500 at the close of escrow or
donate it to the charity of your choice.

Helping buyers, sellers, and landlords/tenants
throughout Greater Los Angeles

310.870.1118

eric.akutagawa@compass.com
REALTOR | DRE 01423357

COMPASS




VJCC SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM
October 2025

Come join us not only for nutritious meals, but also for fun activities in a warm and welcoming environment to
enhance your overall health and well-being.

Our VJCC SNP-sponsored programs continue to be popular with our seniors. The VJCC Senior Nutrition Program’s
mission is to have our seniors get up, get dressed, and get going...to look forward to spending time with old friends,
making new ones in a place that is welcoming and fun, and to encourage them to join in other VICC activities, classes,
and clubs (Senior Wellness Programs, The Pioneer Project, Pickle Ball, Ikebana, Bonsai, and many more). The following
VJCC Senior Nutrition Program-sponsored activities support the Senior Meals Program (WLCAC):

4 Celebrating Monthly Birthdays (3™ Friday)* 4 Monthly Bento Program (last Friday)*
4 The Puzzle Center (1000+ piece puzzles) #Ever-popular weekly Bingo*
4 Annual Holiday Party*

» Come in to sign up with Tina Grammatico, WLCAC Meal Service Coordinator of the Senior Meals Program and to
pick up a menu (monthly menus are also posted on the VJCC website). Tina is an employee of the WLCAC and with the
help of the VJICC volunteers stands ready to package up nutritious grab’n’go meals Monday through Friday. You are
encouraged to try out the warm and nutritious meals whenever you wish. You also might want to “Buy one to
share one” with other seniors to help them with an extra meal for dinner or for over the weekend.

*Note: You must be a VICC member AND sign up for the Senior Meals Program to attend the Annual Holiday Party.

Senior Meals Program — Reminder: On Bento Fridays (last Friday of the month) see Tina G if you would like to pick
up a WLCAC meal along with your bento if you are signed up with the WLCAC Senior Meals Program. Great to use as

an extra meal for the day or for the weekend!
Bas
FALL BAKE SALE

The VICC Senior Nutrition’s popular Fall Bake Sale will be on Monday, October 27. We will be open from

9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Do come early as our baked goods (as well as other items — jelly, snack goods, mochi,
savory items, etc.) all tend to sell out quickly. We will also have a craft table which is also popular - in the past,
we’ve had handcrafted greeting cards & jewelry, postcards, knitted/crocheted items (it’s always a surprise what
shows up).

Our fundraisers help us sponsor the VJCC Senior Nutrition programs
throughout the year.

We’d love to have you join us at our Fall Bake Sale!!
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JOSEPH E. DEERING
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE AND ELDER LAW

Joseph E. Deering
Attorney At Law

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones
and give your property to
whom you want at the least possible cost”

First Consultation Free

Patricia A. Kuramoto,
CA Licensed Professional Fiduciary,
License No.: PF 1493

2221 23" Street
Santa Monica, California 90405
Tel: (310) 907-5714
Fax: (310) 526-8920
www.joedeering.com
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carelife

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Education and Caregiver’s Suppport

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles,
Torrance South Bay and Orange County.

Services Offered

® Free in-home and fall risk assessment
e Assistance with walking, transferring,
bathing, toileting, dressing & grooming
Medication reminders

Meal preparation

Light house keeping

Escort to appointments & shopping
Companionship

Home exercise, and more

¥

e One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Certified Specialist (NCS)

e Offers Moving with Caregivers™, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife

Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more

e Over 30 years combined staff experience

Carelife Difference

Japanese Caregivers Available

Please contact us today...

Tel: 310-373-6030

Email: info@carelifeinc.com

www.carelifeinc.com

JON&MIKA | Simplify Your
"OSIANASTE Real Estate Journey

Compass One is the

only platform designed
to seamlessly connect

us, allowing me to guide
you through every aspect
of your real estate
journey — before, during,
and after the transaction.

Let's chat.

Mika Ogawa Jonathan Montenegro
M 310.220.71543 M 818.800.5932
DRE#01990893 DRE#0185581

jonandmikateam@compass.com

COMPASS

10/2025

A community-based palliative care program that
can help improve quality of life for older adults with
serious or chronic illnesses and their families through:

(- )

* Individualized care planning
* Symptom management

¢ Consultation and communication
between family/caregivers

¢ Bilingual support in English and Japanese

\. J/

For more information, visit
keiro.org/iyashi-care or
scan the QR code.

Call and leave a message to
inquire: 213.873.5791

Keiro.5® sl Providence




VENICE KARATE CLUB
October 2025

We hope everyone and their families are doing well. School is fully in session, the
Football season is off to a fast start for Chargers fans, and playoffs for Major League
Baseball is underway with the Dodgers looking to defend their championship. Club wise,
students are learning and working hard with their senpai and instructors their kata and
kihon, relieving and releasing their school and work stress in kumite. While school and
extracurriculars are picking up, we hope all our students and members continue to train
hard with good spirit for spooky season!

Rank Promotion

Please give a round of applause and congratulations to the following student for their
promotion in rank:

6th Kyu : Mare lto

Congratulations Mare on your promotion, let’s continue to train hard!

Below is the 11th part of the Niju Kun in Shotokan Karate, precepts formed by the
founder as foundation for Karate-Do.

—, ZFEFHBOMLIEZTRELZ G SUTITTOKITED

Karate Wa Yu No Gotoku Taezu Netsu O Atae Zareba Motono Mizuni Kaeru

Karate is just like hot water; if you do not give it continuous heat, it will become cold.

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 7:00-9:15 pm in the
MPR.

Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new,
our Club will always welcome you.

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details.

BEr 7 Tik. BEABB L ABEFRLTRNLDLIRKE15y, ZFOBEHZLTWVE
T APFH LN EROEBNZHBDTNEBoTWNEHIZ, BRIE—ERZFEIZVWDHLTL
ZEWY,
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SKI AND CYCLE

Professional Ski & Bicycle Repair
8419 Lincoln Bivd.

Westchester, CA 90045 (310) 568-8357

Melvin M. Shimizu
Certified Public Accountant

Income Tax Services,
Accounting & Bookkeeping

Now at our New Location:

5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103
Culver City, California 90230

PIONEER INSURANCE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA PIONEER INSURANCE BEERVICE, INC.
~ Fiire Wtk Conlodincn ~

AUTO, FIRE & CASUALTY

OFFICE (310) 642-1066

CELL (310) 897-1303
FAX (310) 348-0842

LIC # 0627858

SHARON ARATANI

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.)
Serving our community since 1978

(310) 306-7500
(310) 306-7520 fax
Email: melshimizu@hotmail.com

Office open year round
Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by
Appointment

Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

7740 W. Manchester Avenue
Suite 108

Playa del Rey, CA 90293 ¢ - ¥
(310) 822-4987 G-
cyfoshikawa_dds @ yahoo.com

Saturday appointments available

rpyang@aol.com

RICHARD P. YANG

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
(e EStag,
{ Q‘Q 2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126
g@ ; SANTA MONICA, CA 90405
9%4 &

310.391.8123

VIJCC,

Community News

* INATIONAL INOTARY ASSOCIATION
3 NOTARY PUBLIC
/ ASSOCIATIO

MEMBER

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI

2011 SAWTELLE BLD., SUITE B
Los ANGELES, CA 90025
OFFICE: 310-914-9147 CeLL: 310-988-5874

05/2025



VENICE PIONEER PROJECT
October 2025

Sept. Outing BOWER MUSEUM - TERRACOTTA WARRIORS. New Archaeological discovery from
Shaanxi, China. Joint trip with the HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE & VPP. A buffet lunch, bus, &
docent-led tour was included.

Oct. 12, Sun. SANTA MARIA BBQ LUNCHEON. Lunch starts at 12:30 & BINGO to follow. Reservation is
required by mail-in flyer. If cancellation PLEASE notify us, since each lunch is paid.

Nov. 3-5 LAS VEGAS TRIP, Monday to Wednesday. CALIFORNIA HOTEL — 3 days and 2 nights which
includes bus, gratuity and food coupons that cover most meals. RESERVATIONS — mail in flyer.
DEPARTURE —9:30 am for check-in & departs soon after.

Dec. 7, Sun. HOLIDAY PARTY
This is the biggest event of the year to start the holiday season with no charge to our members. The
party includes a special luncheon, cake, favorites, raffle prizes, gifts, & entertainment. Reservations
— mail in your postcards.

DONATIONS — PAULINE ITOW in memory of PAUL MOTOBO & FUSAE NISHINA
DAVID NISHINA in memory of YAYEKO NISHINA

Photo by Ryan Uyematsu

PHOTO CLUB -10.2025

Space Needle, 2025
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Venice Japanese
Community Center, Inc.

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: Email:

Interests: please check all that apply.

Center Volunteer (administrative tasks)

Working with Seniors (Sr. Meals, Sr. Wellness Program)
Classroom Aide Volunteer (Japanese Youth Language Class)
Fundraising, Event Planning

Special Events: Bingo, Summer Festival, Annual Clean up
Gardening, Landscaping, Handy Work, Electrical

Other

L OO 1 0 O O

Any special skills:

Fluent in language(s) other than English:

Please indicate days available: D D D D D D
T W F S

M Th

Times available:

Any physical limitations?

Emergency contact name & phone number:

As a volunteer of our organization, | agree to become a VJCC member. | also agree to abide by the policies and
procedures. | understand that | will be volunteering at my own risk and that the organization, its employees and
affiliates, cannot assume any responsibility for any liability for any accident, injury or health problem which may arise
from any volunteer work | perform for the organization. | agree that all the work | do is on a volunteer basis and | am
not eligible to receive any monetary payment or reward.

Signature: Date:

Signature of Guardian if under 18 years old:
Date:

Relationship to minor



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER, INC.
12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066
(310) 822-8885
A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR YEAR
Information is for VICC use only

\Y/

Check One: Check One:

COONEW [IRENEWAL [OILIFE [1ADDRESS CHANGE | |0 ADULT MEMBER [0 PARENT OF MINOR PARTICIPANT

PLEASE PRINT

Primary Member Birth Date Club
Spouse (if applicable) Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
STREET ADDRESS
CITY STATE____ zIP PHONE ( )

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Monthly newsletter available at vjcc.com. If you also want a hardcopy, please email: newsletter@vjcc.com
VJCC information and messages will be sent via email. To unsubscribe, please do so in the sent email.
EMERGENCY CONTACT: Name Phone Relationship

LIABILITY RELEASE AND WAIVER

For and in consideration of my being permitted to use the facilities and equipment of the VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY
CENTER, INC., and any class | attend, at 12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066, and further to be allowed to enter,
remain, and be on the premises owned, operated, supervised, or managed by the above-stated organizations, or any other
place in the course of the activities of the above-stated organizations.

|, THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HEREBY EXPRESSLY WAIVE AND RELEASE all and any rights, claims, demands, actions, or judgments
which [, the undersigned, ever had, now has, may have, or claimed to have, against the above-stated organizations, their
officers, members, agents or employees of any and all personal injuries and damages and any and all injuries to property, real
or personal, which might be caused by the, arise out of, or result in connection with my presence on the premises of the
above-stated organizations or otherwise by my participation in any activity organized, supervised, or conducted by the above-
stated organizations or wherever located.

| HAVE READ THE CONTENTS OF THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER AND UNDERSTAND ALL ITS TERMS.

| EXECUTE THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER VOLUNTARILY WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

| AGREE TO HAVE MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR EACH PARTICIPANT.

| HEREBY CONSENT TO THE USE OF MY NAME, PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR IMAGE BY THE VJCC FOR ITS PROMOTIONAL
PURPOSES.

o | AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE VJCC RULES AND REGULATIONS AS PRINTED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PAGE.

DATE: ADULT'S SIGNATURE
RELATIONSHIP TO MINOR PARTICIPANT

CHECK APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY & MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "VvJCC" CHECK #
O Individual Membership (18 or older)....$30 Dues collected by
O Family Membership (including minors under 18 & full-time students under 24)....50 (class or organization)
L1 Senior (age 80 & paid member for past 5 consecutive years) Birth date (required) (dues waived)

VJCC RECORD: Treasurer
DB POSTED DUES POSTED

REV. 01/01/25



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER, INC.

RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR PARTICIPANTS OF CLASSES AND ORGANIZATIONS

Each participant, parent of a minor participant (child under the age of 18 years living at the same
address and/or a full-time student up to the age of 23 years) and instructor must be a member of
VICC.

Each adult and minor participant must be covered by medical insurance.
Anyone suffering an injury must immediately report this to the instructor or responsible adult.

Each organization must have a responsible adult (instructor or organization officer) present during
all practices, meetings or classes. If a responsible adult is not present, the class shall be cancelled.

. The responsible adult shall have the authority to cancel all activities when the gym, classrooms or
other facilities are found to be unsafe.

. The responsible adult shall see that each participant is in only authorized areas of the building.
Unauthorized areas are those areas that are not pertinent to the activities, such as the stage and
the stairways of the gym, etc.

Each participant shall be responsible for leaving the room clean and in order.

As class or organization members, each participant is expected to help in VICC-sponsored events
(e.g., clean-up, festival, bingo, etc.).

. This form must be completed annually.



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

2025 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
9:00 Pickleball 09:00 Adult Zumba 9:00 Pickleball 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:30 Sumi-e 7:15 Aikido
10:00 Tai Chi (60+) 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 10:00 Roeikai-Shigin v 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:00 Japanese
v (Senior Wellness Program) 10:00 Sr. Wellness 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 12:30 Ballroom Dance ¥ v Language
12:30 Taiko 10:30 Sr. Nutrition v 4:00 Basketball VYC (Children’s)
3:30 Virtual v 6:00 Hula 9:30 Japanese
Sunday Yoga 1:00 Craft Workshop 4:00 Basketball VYC 4:00 Basketball VYC 7:00 Japanese as Dance*
6:00 Volleyball | 4:30 Basketball VYC | 7.00 Taiko v 6:00 Aikido Second Language | 9:30 Basketball VYC
Adult 6:30 Aikido 7:00 Boy Scouts 4:30 Basketball VYC 7:00 Ikebana (Intermediate)
8:00 Basketball 7:00 Del Rey H/O 7:00 Judo 7:30 JACL (1% Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Judo v
Adult (1* Mon,Zoom) 7:00 Kendo ) Sec. Lang. (Before 7:00 Kendo 1:00 Koto*
7:00 Karate Boger pesiane) 2:00 Bunka Shodo
1:00 Iaido

Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Iaido
v v
v 7:30 VYC Mtg (2™ Wed) 7:00 Bonsai (2" Fri) v
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1
v v v v
7:00 Boy Scout 7:00 CBO (3" Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Japanese as
Parents 7:30 VICC Exec Council Sec. Lang. (Before Second Language
Beginner, Beginner) (Intermediate)
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Taido
v v
7:00 Photo Club 7:00 RAP (4" Wed) v
(4th Tues)
7:00 Bonsai
(4" Tues)
Revised 8/25/2025
* class has not yet resumed
2025 REPRESENTATIVES
Arts & Crafts Martial Arts
Craft Workshop........cocoovveiiiiieiiiciieciiieee e Ruby Kita ATKIO ..o Tom Scheir
Photo Club........c.evvieeiiii e June Inai 7= ] o o 1 Harry Mott
Watercolor ..........oocveeeiiiieeeeiee e Ko Yoshida JUAO e Trace Nishiyama
BSA Troop 764 Karate ....cooouveee e Kelvin Uyeda
Scoutmaster........ccoovveveieii i Dan Regan KENAO......oieiiiittce e Kevin Fujikami
Parents’ Club .........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiee e Elton Doi Music
Exercise
D (o To I TR USRI Leslie Masuda KOTO™ e Eiko Idota
ZUMDA......coiiiiiieii e Leonore Miller Shigin (Roeikai)........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieecieeee Kosei Yamamura
Dance Taiko (KOShin).....c.oooviiiiiiiicee e Lori Miyakawa
Ballroom Dance*...........ccooccveeeeeeiiciiiiieeeeee Gayle Hirami
Hula.....cccooeeeees Wen-Chia Parker
Japanese Odori*........cccccceeeieiiiiiiiieeeee, Dianne Fukuwa | Carolyn Komoto
.................................................................................... Seniors

VJCC Sr. Nutrition
- Senior Meal Service (M-F)
.......................................................... Eric Inouye

JACL (Venice/WLA) .John Saito
Japanese Culture
" BONSAI.eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi

Satsuki Palter

Sports
Shodo ... Fusako Ogasawara
SUMI=€ . Jane Shibata

Japanese Language
Gakuen (Youth) Shizuki Yamashita
Adults (as a 2" language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara

Revised 8/25/2025

Pioneer Project
Senior Wellness Program

Basketball (VYC)
Pickleball (Adult)....
Volleyball (Adult)

MESSAGES WILL BE RELAYED TO APPROPRIATE PARTIES

.............................................. Kats Nishimoto

........................ Tina Grammatico

.Gayle Hirami

...Mil Kurashige/|

FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822-8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM

Basketball (Adult).......... Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston
............ Kathy Yamash

ita/Kazie Kame
Ken Rosengrant
Todd Nakamoto
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