
12448 Braddock Drive  Los Angeles, California 90066May 2022  Volume 48  Number 5

2022 Memorial Day Service
This coming Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, will be the 

63rd anniversary commemoration by Japanese American 
communities on the Los Angeles west side at the ireito – memorial 
tower – at Woodlawn Cemetery to honor the area’s Issei pioneers and 
Nisei soldiers who died in WWII and the Korean War.
 Venice Free Methodist Church is the 2022 host of the memorial 
service that has taken place since 1959. Ministers and representatives 
from Venice Free Methodist Church, Venice Hongwanji Buddhist 
Temple, West LA Buddhist Temple, West LA Holiness Church 
and West LA United Methodist Church, along with representatives 
from Boy Scout Troop 764, Venice Japanese Community Center 
and West LA’s Japanese Institute of Sawtelle will be participating. 
Additionally, the Santa Monica Nikkeijin Kai, through the Santa 
Monica Nikkei Hall Fund via the Asian Pacific Community Fund, 
continues to support this very special community event.
 Provided that COVID-19 restrictions do not rise above current 
levels, everyone is encouraged to safely attend the Memorial 
Day Service in person. The multi-denominational service will be 
conducted in both English and Japanese and will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
Woodlawn Cemetery is located in Santa Monica, on the corner of 
14th Street and Pico Boulevard. 

S AT U R DAY 1 2 P M ~ 9 P M
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VJCCTM  

Vision Statement
“A center to preserve  the heritage and perpetuate  

the Japanese-American cultural experience.”

VJCCTM  is a registered trademark-servicemark of the Venice Japanese Community Center.

Involvement with VJCC has been a major part 
of my life for many years participating in the 
Venice Youth Council, Boy Scout Troop 764, RAP 
and being part of the VJCC Board. 
 Fundraising at VJCC keeps our center vibrant. 
Having fun while enjoying time with family and 
friends playing Bingo, Golfing, having dinner 
with food trucks at Movie Night, shopping at the Arts and Crafts Fair, 
enjoying ourselves at our annual festival or sipping sake at our sake 
social. These are all fun activities that support our center financially 
while also enjoying ourselves. 
 The Legacy Tree has been a vital part of supporting and thanking 
our center. It also provides an opportunity to honor and remember 
our loved ones. Through Art Yoshida’s leadership, the Legacy Tree 
committee brought the “living tree” to our center 20 years ago.  We 
refer to it as a “living tree” as donors are able to accumulate their 
donations through the years to reach a higher level of recognition.
 The COVID, 2-year shut down, created problems for us to get the 
medallions up in a timely manner as Legacy Tree Donations continued 
to come in throughout the shutdown causing us to get behind, We 
apologize to those whose recognitions were delayed.
 We have set in place procedures to let the donors know where 
their medallion is placed on the tree within 2 weeks and to get the 
recognition on the tree within 2 months. 
 We want to thank all of the wonderful friends, volunteers, clubs, and 
classes who have supported all of our fund-raising efforts which made 
it possible for the VJCC to build a multipurpose room and remodel our 
bathrooms.
 VJCC will continue to be a second home for many of us through our 
many classes, clubs and activities for the next 100 years. Thank you to 
our leadership, volunteers and everyone who participated to make all 
this possible.

Sharon Aratani

Memorial Day Service
Woodlawn Cemetery
Monday, May 30, 9:00 a.m.

VJCC Summer "Welcome Back" Festival
Saturday, June 25, 12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, September 24
Please check VJCC.com for the latest updates.

Save These Dates

Donations: April 2022
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following

donations of time, material, and money:
Carol Koyada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Car Donation
Jack Kurihara & Carol Inge . . . . . . . . . . . Car Donation
Pamela Magnuson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250.00
In Memory of Katsuyo Nagao

Gordon & Joan Tani. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
Noe & Mary Yamabe  . . . . . . . . . . Monetary Donation

Legacy Tree Donations: April 2022
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and 

pledges towards the Legacy Tree.
In Memory of Hitoshi Shimizu

Kiyoshi & Eleanor Hamada  . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000.00
Kazie Kame . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00

In Memory of Ben & Betty Yumori
DeAnza Asian Pacific American Staff Assn. . $100.00
Arthur & Jennie Hasegawa . . . . Monetary Donation

Shinnen Kai: April 2022
Milnes & Nori Kurashige . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00



VJCCTM 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

 

VJCCTM  
Part-time Office Manager 

 
The Venice Japanese Community Center (“VJCC”) is searching for an Office Manager.   
The VJCC’s mission is to preserve the heritage and perpetuate the Japanese American cultural 
experience.  This position requires the Office Manager to work from the VJCC’s Office. 
 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 
The VJCC Office Manager will perform various administrative functions, including but not limited 
to: 
 Conduct effective in-person, telephone, and mail communications among VJCC leadership, 

clubs, members and external individuals and organizations, in a professional manner.   
 Manage the annual mailings for the major VJCC events. 
 Assist the VJCC Event Committee to plan and prepare for the major VJCC events; Shinnen 

Kai, Woodlawn Memorial Day Service and other events. 
 Coordinate with VJCC Facility Manager for facility maintenance and usage requests. 

 
SALARY 
Dependent on work experience.       
 
WORKING HOURS 
Approximately 20 hours per week.   
Possible times outside these hours may be required. 

EXPERIENCE/SKILLS REQUIRED 
Strong interpersonal skills, computer-literate,  
including use of word processing apps and spreadsheets.  

SUBMIT TO:

office@vjcc.com

 - or -

12448 Braddock Dr. 
Los Angeles, CA 90066

SNAP
Oh
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JOSEPH E. DEERING 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

ESTATE PLANNING 

PROBATE AND ELDER LAW 

 

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones and give your property to 

whom you want at the least possible cost” 

 

First Consultation Free 

 

Call Patty Ota-Kuramoto, Legal Assistant for an appointment 

 

** Our New Address: ** 

2221 23rd Street 

Santa Monica, California 90405 

Tel:   (310) 907-5714 

Fax:   (310) 526-8920 

www.joedeering.com 



   Board Vision by Sharon Aratani – May 2022                        
VJCC のベニスユースカウンシルや、ボーイスカウト 764 部隊や、RAP に参加した
り、、VJCC の役員として関わることが何年間もの間、私の人生の大部分を占めていま
す。  
VJCC でファンドレイジングをすることでセンターを活気のある場所に保っています。
ビンゴをしたり、ゴルフをしたり、ムービーナイトにフードトラックの夕食をしたり、
アートとクラフトのフェアーで買い物をしたり、恒例の夏祭りを楽しんだり、酒ソーシ
ャルで、酒をちびちび飲んだりして、家族と友人との時間を楽しむことは、楽しいです。
VJCC での楽しい活動は、皆が楽しみながら、そのすべての活動がセンターの財政を支
えるための活動になっています。  
レガシーツリーは、センターを支え、感謝する活発な活動の１つです。それは、また、
大切な人のことを称えて、思い出す機会も与えてくれます。ヨシダアートさんのリーダ
ーシップを通して、レガシーツリー委員会は、20 年前にセンターに木の形をしたレガ
シーツリーを作りました。私たちは、寄付をしてくださった人が何年にもわたって寄付
の額を蓄積したことが認識されるようにと寄付してくださった方の名前を紹介しました。  
コロナ禍での 2 年間、通常通りに、レガシーツリードネーションに、寄付をしてくだ
さった方々の名前を刻むことができず、そのお礼のご挨拶が遅れてしまったことをお詫
び申し上げます。 
私たちは、2 週間以内に、木に札を取り付けて、2 か月以内に、札に名前を刻むという
手順を踏んでいます。  
ファンドレイジングで、VJCC を支えてくださっている、素晴らしいボランティアや、
クラブやクラスの皆さんに感謝いたします。お陰で、多目的教室を作ったり、トイレの
改装をすることができました。  
VJCC は、次の 100 年の活動に向けて、クラスやクラブの人たちの第二の家であり続け
ていくでしょう。これからも、皆様のご協力ご支援をお願いいたします。  
アラタニ シャーロン 
 



(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) 
Get a tax deduction AND VJCCTM 
receives 50% of sales proceeds 

 
Contact Sharon at  

Treasurer@VJCC.com 
for details and additional information. 
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VENICE PIONEER PROJECT 
May 2022 

 
SCHEDULE 

May 7 Saturday     SOUND OF MUSIC   

Live Broadway show @ La Mirada 

Theater.  Departure – arrive at the 

VJCC parking lot by 12:15 pm for 

check-in. 

May 25 -27       LAS VEGAS TRIP   

Tuesday to Thursday. California Hotel 

for 3 days and 2 nights with 2 meals a 

day.  Departure – arrive at the VJCC 

parking lot by 9:30am for check-in, 

depart soon after. 

June 25 Saturday  VJCC SUMMER 

FESTIVAL & PICNIC noon to 9pm 

July  INDIAN CASINO is being planned 

August  LUNCHEON BBQ is being planned 

 

VJCC SUMMER FESTIVAL & PICNIC  June 25 Saturday – 
only one day from noon to 9pm with ODORI. 

FOOD – planning for food trucks, or bring your own, 
& free ice cream 

GYM – club demonstrations with tables inside & 
outside 

MPR – Expo with some exhibits   

GENERAL STORE – CANCELLED  Classroom 3 & 5.  The 
Project is sorry but with a shortened one-day Festival it 
would be too much work and effort to set-up, sort, 
arrange, sell, clean-up, etc. Please do not save items that 
are old, dirty, dusty, and items that need to be cleaned.  
The Project in the future will only be accepting items that 
are CLEANED and in GOOD CONDITION because of 
limited space, time, & volunteers. 

PLANT SALE & WATER SALE is being planned. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
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A tasty meal at the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve                                                                                            Photo by Steve Fujimoto 

Alzheimer’s Conference Keiro Iyashi Care 



 

 

VJCCTM Golf Tournament 
Platinum Sponsors 

03/2017 
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• Auto        • Business 

• Home        • Workers Comp 

• Life        • Disability George Mori 
George Mori Insurance 

Agency 
0E53619 

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley 

(310) 641-6674 
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2022 WELCOME BACK 

FESTIVAL 

Ondo Practice Schedule 

All practices at 7-8:30PM 

Saturday June   4 

Thursday June   9 

Saturday June 11 

Thursday June 16 

Saturday June 18 

Thursday June 23 



☆ベニス空手クラブ☆  
早いもので、今年になってから３分の１が過ぎてしまいました。メモリアルデーまでも
う少しです。学校やオフィスも対面になっているところがだんだん増えてきているよう
です。空手クラブでも対面での練習が続き、皆熱心に稽古に励んでいます。 

４月に行われたテストの結果をお知らせいたします。 

8 級 B アガジャネアン マイアさん 
8 級  山田カイラさん 
7 級 B スワンソン アミさん、フォング ルークさん 
7 級  フォング リツコさん、スワンソン エリックさん 
6 級  アサムラ ランスさん ライマー グレーソンさん ライマー ジェーソンさ
ん 
5 級 B ゲラシモフ ダニエルさん 
4 級  船越梨亜さん ヨシカワ クロエさん 
1 級Ｂ スガノ ガレットさん 
1 級  ホルバート ケネスさん 

 

おめでとうございます。これからも、日々鍛錬に励んでください。 

ベニス空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日の午後 4 時から 5 時までと、午後 7 時か
ら 9 時 15 分練習をしています。何か始めたいと思っている方は、いつでも歓迎しま
す。 

詳しくは VJCC のオフィスにお問い合わせください。 



VENICE KARATE CLUB 

May 2022 

 

Hello everyone! We hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy through these 

times.  

 

It’s a bit hard to believe more than a third of the year has passed already, and Memorial 

Day is right around the corner! Even with schools and offices returning more and more 

to in-person, our students continue to train hard and regularly with high spirits. Seeing 

this reminds us that nothing beats having a good spirit no matter what the situation is. 

 

The Karate Club held its Kyu exams and training in April. All our students are 

progressing well, a testament to their continued training, and the support from our 

Senseis and Instructor trainees. 

 

Below are the results of the Kyu exam: 

______________________________________________________________________                

 

Test Results April 2022 

 

8B kyu – Maia Agadjanean 

8 kyu – Kayla Yamada 

7B kyu - Ami Swanson, Luke Fong 

7 kyu – Ritsuko Fong, Eric Swanson 

6 kyu – Lance Asamura, Grayson Rimer, Jason Rimer 

5B – Daniel Gerasimov 

4 kyu – Ria Funakoshi, Chloe Yoshikawa 

1B kyu – Garret Sugano 

1 kyu – Kenneth Holbert 

 

Many congratulations to the students that participated in the exam, we look forward to 

your future endeavors with your new ranks! 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 4-5pm, and 7:00-

9:15pm. Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something 

new, our Club will always welcome you. 

 

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details. 
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SENIOR NUTRITION 
Not just a healthy meal… 

 

 

This month we will be launching our “Home Garden Market”. 

 

All donated produce from home gardens will be shared 

back to our VJCC & VHBT community! 

 

Please come join us every 1st & 3rd Monday ����� 

 

Stay connected! 

Jae & the Nutrition Volunteers 
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Melvin M. Shimizu 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
Income Tax Services, 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
 

Now at our New Location: 
 

5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103 

Culver City, California 90230 

 

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.) 
 

Serving our community since 1978 

 

(310) 306-7500 

(310) 306-7520 fax 

Email:  melshimizu@hotmail.com 

 
Office open year round 

Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by 

Appointment 

rpyang@aol.com 

2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 

310.391.8123 

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI 

2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., SUITE B 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 

OFFICE: 310-914-9147  CELL: 310-988-5874 



 

VJCC the First Hundred Yearsthe First Hundred Yearsthe First Hundred Yearsthe First Hundred Years    
VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 

NAME: _____________________ 

PHONE: ____________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________ 

Adult sizes: 

___S ___M ___L ___XL 

___2XL ___3XL 

___tote bag 

Total: 

___ t’s/totes@ $20 each = $____ 

___ books@ $40 each = $____ 

     Total purchase = $____ 

Please make checks 

payable to “VJCC” 

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC 

12448 Braddock Dr. 

L.A., CA 90066 

 

COMMEMORATIVE 

T-SHIRTS & TOTE BAGS 

$20 EACH 
 

VJCC HISTORY BOOK 

$40 EACH 

You will receive an email or phone call 

when your order is ready to pick up. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORTTHANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORTTHANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORTTHANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT    
Proceeds will go towards the remodel 

of the VJCC restrooms. 
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VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2022 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

▼ 

12:30 Taiko 

  3:30 Virtual 

    Sunday Yoga 

  5:30 Volleyball 

     Adult 

  8:00 Basketball  

    Adult 

   9:00  Pickleball 

10:00  Tai Chi (60+) 
(Senior Wellness Program) 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  1:00 Craft Workshop 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  4:00 Karate (Beginner) 

  6:30 Aikido 

  7:00 Del Rey H/O  

         (1st Mon) 

  7:00 Karate 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 

▼ 

  1:00 Virtual Chair 

  Yoga (Sr. Wellness) 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Taiko 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 

  7:00 Judo 

    

  9:00 Pickleball 

10:00 Shigin-Kinyukai 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:30 JACL (1st Wed) 

  7:00 Kendo 

  

 

   

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 

▼ 

12:30 Ballroom Dance          

12:45 Ukulele  

          (Inter. I & II) 

  1:00 Virtual Chair 

         Zumba (Sr. Wellness) 

  4:00 Basketball VYC      

  4:00 Karate (Beginner) 

6:30 Aikido 

7:00 Ikebana 

7:00 Karate 

  9:30 Sumi-e 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

   5:30 Hula                 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

7:00 Judo  

7:30 Kendo  

 7:15 Aikido 

 9:00 Japanese 

         Language 

         (Children’s) 

 9:30 Japanese  

          Dance 

 9:30 Basketball VYC 

           

▼ 

 1:00 Koto 

 2:00 Bunka Shodo 

 2:00 Iaido 
  

Same as  

Week  1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

 

▼ 

Same as Week 1 

 

    

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:30 VYC Mtg (2nd Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

   

 

   

 

  

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Bonsai (2nd Fri) 

    

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 

Same as 

 Week 1 

Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:00 Boy Scout 

         Parents           

 7:00 Photo Club  

         (3rd Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 CBO (3rd Wed) 

7:30 VJCC Exec Council 

Same as Week 1 

   

 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 Karaoke (3rd Fri) 

Same as Week 1 

Same as  

Week 1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  11:30 Podiatrist 

      (last Tues only) 

  7:00 Bonsai  

      (4th Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 RAP (4th Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 
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2022 REPRESENTATIVES 
 

                                                                                                           
Arts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & Crafts Martial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial Arts    
 Craft Workshop ............................................. Masako Ido  Aikido ....................................................................... Tom Scheir 
 Photo Club ........................................................ June Inai  Iaido .......................................................................... Harry Mott 
 Watercolor .................................................... Ko Yoshida  Judo ................................................................ Trace Nishiyama 
Boy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy ScoutsBoy Scouts                                                                                                     Karate ..................................................................... Ron Sugano    
 Scoutmaster ................................................... Bill Conroy  Kendo .......................................................................... Kenji Arai 
 Parents’ Club ........................................... Ted Nishimura MusicMusicMusicMusic 
ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise  Karaoke....................................................................William Ota 
                Yoga..........................................................Leslie Masuda            Koto ............................................................................ Eiko Idota 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..      Shigin (Kinyu Kai) ........................................... Kyoko Yamamura 
DanceDanceDanceDance     Taiko (Koshin) ..................................................... Lori Miyakawa 
 Ballroom Dance .......................................... Gayle Hirami  Ukulele ................................................................... Kay Kawano 
 Hula ..................................................... Wen-Chia Parker Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist Podiatrist (Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima)(Dr. Kenneth Teshima) ......................................................  
 Japanese Odori ...................................... Dianne Fukuwa RAPRAPRAPRAP    ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................    Carolyn Komoto   

    ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................        SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors 
JACLJACLJACLJACL    (Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)………………………………………………………..John Saito  Nutrition.......................................................... .......... Jae Toyota 
Japanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese Culture        Pioneer Project..........................................................Eric Inouye    
 Bonsai ................................ Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi  Senior Wellness Program……………….……………………………….Gayle Hirami 
 Ikebana ...................................................... Satsuki Palter …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 Calligraphy (Japanese Brush Writing)                                               SportsSportsSportsSports 
    Shodo ............................................... Fusako Ogasawara  Basketball (Adult) ………Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston 
 Sumi-e ..................................................... June Lee-Chin  Basketball (VYC) ..................................................... Kazie Kame 
Japanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese Language                                                                                       Pickleball (Adult) ........................ Mil Kurashige/Ken Rosengrant    
 Gakuen (Youth) ………………………………………………….. Jolyn Brookes  Volleyball (Adult) ............................................ Stephen Fujimoto 
 Adults (as a 2nd language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara Venice Youth CouncilVenice Youth CouncilVenice Youth CouncilVenice Youth Council (Mtg) .......................................... Harry Sagara 
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SAVE THESE DATES 

 

Memorial Day Service 

Woodlawn Cemetery 

Monday, May 30, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Summer “Welcome Back” Festival 

Saturday, June 25, 12:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

Arts & Crafts Fair 

Saturday, September 24 

 

Please continue to check VJCC.com for 

the latest updates for the Center. 
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